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Headmaster’s  

Scholar of the Week 
 

Anna M for her fantastic story! 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY 
 

I am delighted to announce that Mr Philip Reed has accepted 
the invitation to become our new Director of Studies from 
September 2018. Currently a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team and Head of Key Stage at Sherborne Qatar Prep School 
in the Middle East, where he leads the academic delivery and 
pastoral care of the eight classes in his care that make up 
Years 3 and 4, Mr Reed previously spent seven years teaching 
Year 6 at Lorenden School. 
 
Having recently specialised in Curriculum Development, Inno-
vative Teaching Methods and Mastery in Maths, Philip was 
educated in Bath and has a degree from Canterbury Christ 
Church University in Primary Education leading to QTS. He is 
married with two young children and enjoys a variety of rac-
quet sports, drama production and outdoor adventures.   
 
Mr Bill Jones, Spring Grove School’s Headmaster said, 
 

“I am delighted to welcome such a dynamic, creative and pas-
sionate child-centric teacher to this important academic role. I 
firmly believe Mr Reed will prove a huge success in helping to 
deliver our vision of offering boys and girls the very best start 
in life, academically and holistically, in a changing world.” 

 

A delighted Mr Philip Reed, the new Director of Studies at 
Spring Grove School from September 2018 added, 
 

“I can’t wait to get back to Kent and get started at Spring 
Grove School.  I am especially looking forward to getting to 
know all the pupils, staff and parents. Leading, challenging and 
supporting Spring Grove’s curriculum not only to benefit aca-
demic success, but also to instil confidence and a love of learn-
ing in the children to last a lifetime.” 

 
 

YOUNG AUTHORS 
 

Some members of Prep 4 are now published authors!   
Zara P, Arun J and Alexander S (amongst others) fea-
ture in ’Phizz Whizzing Words’.   
We will have a copy in our school library. 



 

 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 

QUIZ COMPETITION 
 

On Tuesday 17th April, 4 brave souls from little old 
SG travelled to Alleyn’s School in London to take on 
the might of the capital’s Independent School sys-
tem at The School’s Quiz Competition National 
Semi-finals. 
 

The trip to the venue provided some valuable revi-
sion time and was fairly straightforward; memora-
ble only for the sight of Mr Curnow heading into 
Catford Lidl to buy ice creams in a tweed 3-piece 
suit and bowtie. 
 

We were the first to arrive and confidence was run-
ning high. Unfortunately as our fellow competitors 
filed in in all manner of brightly coloured blazers 
and caps with names that read like a Who’s Who of 
Greek Gods, doubt began to creep in. 
 

During the pre-match posturing, Mr Curnow 
learned that most teams had selected their team 
from hundreds of students, rather than the 15 chil-
dren who turned up for Quiz Club and even he lost 
his usual assured persona. 
 

However, like the 300 Spartans at the Battle of 
Thermopylae (480BC), we marched into the Hot 
Gates with our heads held high. Sadly our fate 
would be very similar to that of the Spartans! 
We made a slow start to the competition and very 
quickly found ourselves playing catch up. By the 
time the questions played to SG strengths of music, 
literature and obscure military facts we already had 
too much to do. We fought to the end but sadly my 
bedroom decor did not save us this round and we 
finished outside the placings with Pointers School 
taking overall victory. 
 

Thanks to Mr Curnow and Miss Spicer for running 
Quiz Club and for driving us to the competition. We 
had lots of fun and learned lots of interesting facts 
that we can use to astound our parents and friends 
for many months to come. 
 

Better Luck next time SG! 
 

By Josh D 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK 
 

This week’s artist of the week award goes to everyone in 
Prep 3J for their fantastic Viking creations. 

PET CORNER 
 
 

Meet Phoebe’s cat Milly - hoping to join the SG netball team.  
  
If you would like your pet to be featured in the SG Messenger 
please email a photo and short biography to Mr Townend. 



 

 Springgrovian Day: Saturday 12th May 2018 

I am delighted to announce that our special guest on our Springgrovian Day 
will be Huw Jones (Glasgow Warriors, Scotland and ex-Spring Grove part-time 
coach and referee). He will officially open our new sports pavilion.   
 
It is my hope that many Springgrovians (past and present) will attend along-
side all present and past members of the school staff and governors.  10 
years ago for our 40th anniversary, over 100 extra SG personnel joined our 
photo: let’s do even better for SG50! 

 

Please note… 

All Spring Grove children , including Teddies and Nursery, should attend this historic event 
in their best and smartest uniform. I quite understand that this can be difficult for some 
families but as it is a short, one-off event (the children should be here between 9.15 and 
10.45am at which point they have the option to leave), I hope that everyone can attend..   

Approximate timings: 
9.15am: School children to arrive and register in their form groups.  Springgrovians to reg-
ister in the Sunley Hall (there will be tea and coffwee available here for parents and Spring-
grovians) 
From 9.30am: We will begin the process of sorting  everyone into photograph order. 
10.00am: Whole School 50th anniversary Photograph including all Springgrovians (past 
and present) 
10.15am: Musical procession from the Music Room to the Sports Pavilion 
10.30am: Opening of Sports Pavilion (Huw Jones) 
From 10.45am: Tours of the School / Autograph signing / Barbecue Lunch 

(A while) Before scoring his 

two recent Calcutta Cup tries, 

Huw played for Canterbury 

RFC, attended Junior King’s 

and helped out with SG foot-

ball clubs and some referee-

ing.  

 

He also used the SG high per-

formance pitches for kicking 

and tackling practice with his 

elder brother! He is delighted 

to be asked to return to the 

school on Springgrovian Day. 

 

Huw met the Spring Grove 

children in December 2016. 

https://www.facebook.com/huw.r.jones.9?fref=mentions


 

 

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK 
 

This week’s award goes to all the pupils for their 
outstanding ’British Values’ display in Sunley Hall. 

BIG PAINTING CHALLENGE IN YEAR 1 
 
Great work Year 1! 

A QUICK CHANGE 
 
 

Following a terrific musical performance by Eleanor J, the 
Headmaster taught us all a thing or two this morning in re-
gard to personal development and change; as well as extreme 
speed dressing! 



 

 

SPRING GROVE SCHOOL SPORT 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

— 

SPRING GROVE SAILING 

On Wednesday, the sailing group of 24 pupils went by car, 
thank you to drivers, to Conningbrook Lakes.  We quickly 
got changed into our wetsuits and met Danie and Bob , 
our instructors. 

Bob started by showing us all how to rig a boat, then he 
explained to the 8 beginners how to tack, wind direction 
and capsize drill.  Those of us who had sailed before rigged 
another boat and we had a short sail taking turns.  Mean-
while the beginners had a chaperone sail to get them used 
to the water.  Before we knew it, it was time to pack-up, 
debrief and go home.  Thank you to the parents for trans-
porting us, and staying as helpers.  Less sun, more wind 
next week please! 

 

 

 



 

 

PTA NEWS 

NEXT PTA MEETING 
 

The next SGPTA General Meeting will take place on: 
 

Monday 30th April 2018, 8.45am in the SG50 
Library. 
 

All are welcome to attend. 

ADVERTISE IN THE MESSENGER 
 

If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger, 
please see Jude Meikle (Prep 2 class rep) or email 
comms@sgpta.co.uk or judemeikle@gmail.comfor costs 
and terms & conditions. 

MUSICAL OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 

 
Dear Parents, 
 

I am hoping to create a musical area for our outdoor 
play area.   
 

Would you have any of the following that you no 
longer require? 
 

Old saucepans, baking trays, metal plates, metal 
bowls, wooden spoons/spatulas, sieves, bun tins, 
plastic pipes, wind chimes. 
 

Anything that would be suitable for creating sound 
would be great! 
 

Thank you. 
 

Mrs Marie Wells 
Head of Teddies, Spring Grove School 

ASSEMBLY COFFEE ROTA 

 

Many thanks to our PTA reps and volunteers for man-
ning the tea & coffee station on the following assem-
bly dates.  
 

Please check the rota below for your date: 
 
27th April   -   Prep 4 PTA Class Reps  
4th May  -   Year 2 PTA Class Reps 
11th May - n/a (NSPCC - SG Sponsored Walk) 
18th May  - Reception PTA Class Reps 
25th May  -  Prep 3 PTA Class reps  

JOIN THE PTA IN 2018 
 

The PTA is a great way to get involved with the school and 
to meet new people.  We’re a friendly bunch and are al-
ways looking for an opportunity to involve coffee and cake 
in our meetings!  
 

The PTA is open to all parents and we would love to see 
some new recruits to help with our fundraising efforts and 
events. So if you would like to get involved, please speak to 
your class rep or the new PTA Chairman, Suzie Boyd 
(chair@sgpta.co.uk ) for more information. 

SALSA LESSON  
 

The next Salsa Lesson will be on Thursday 26th April 
2018, 7.30pm, Dance Visions in Ashford: £7 per head.  
If you would like to take part please see Suzie Boyd or 
Alicja Street to book your space. 

SWIM CLUB 2018 
 
Swim Club will be back this half term holiday. 
 
Tobie will be giving lessons on Bank Holiday Monday until 
Saturday. 
 
More details to follow next week.   
 
Can’t wait — please speak to Angela in the Office.  

SG DAY: Saturday 12th May 2018 
 

Could we please request some parental help during the 
morning of Saturday 12th May with Tea/Coffee/
Refreshments and a BBQ. Any cake donations would also 
be fantastic.  Thank you for your help and support. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE COME ALONG AT 4.30pm-6pm AND JOIN US IN OUR SUMMER ACTIVITIES  IN SG EXTRA THIS TERM. 
 
Once children have finished making and eating their tea. Which enables them to enjoy socialising around the table over the day 
(time permitting) we continue with our planned activity. All children are made very welcome and to enable us to know how 
many will be joining us for tea and activities. We ask could children be booked in at the latest the day before please. This is 
most helpful and much appreciated. Particularly on a day any specific activity is listed. This ensures sufficient food/ingredients/
materials are available for all. 
 
It is a relaxed, fun atmosphere that the children can enjoy at the end of the school day between 4.30 - 6pm Monday - Fri-
day.  Why not come along and join us! 
 
Weather permitting this term we plan to have the children out in the Nursery garden after tea to play games and burn off their 
energies. Should the weather be against us we will have an activity inside planned. 
 
THURSDAY 20th / Friday 21st APRIL 
Outside in garden/ board games/ free choice in school. 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 24th APRIL 
 
Monday 24th                    Outside - Tag Shadow 
Tuesday 25th                    Outside- Free Choice 
Wednesday 26th              Outside - Blanket Ball 
Thursday 27th.                 Marshmallow and Popcorn Cakes 
Friday 28th.                      Throw Ball 100/cooking 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 1st MAY 
 
Monday 1st                     Fruit Crumble  
Tuesday 2nd                    Dodge Ball 
Wednesday 3rd              Junk Modelling 
Thursday 4th                   Sardines (hide and seek) 
Friday 5th.                       Board Games/cooking 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 8th MAY 
 
Monday 8th                    Skittles 
Tuesday 9th                    Craft Work 
Wednesday 10th            Scones 
Thursday 11th                 Boules 
Friday 12th                       Board games/cooking 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 15th MAY 
 
Monday 15th                 Blanket Ball 
Tuesday 16th                 Tag Shadow 
Wednesday 17th           Free Choice 
Thursday 18th               Throw Ball 100 
Friday 19th                     Board Games/cooking 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 22nd May 
 
Monday 22nd             Savory wraps 
Tuesday 23rd              Board Games 
Wednesday 24th        Sardines (hide and seek) 
Thursday 25th            Free Choice 
Friday 26th                 Tag Shadow/cooking 

SG EXTRA: 
ACTIVITIES FOR THIS TERM 

BABY SITTER BABY SITTER ——  ALICE THOMPSONALICE THOMPSON  
  

 

15 year old ex Spring Grove pupil available for babysitting.  She has 
lots of experience and references.  She is also happy to do ironing 
on the evening by separate negotiation. 
 

Please contact Alice Thompson on 07933 238010 (text during the 
day) or call after 6.30pm. 

BABY SITTER BABY SITTER ——  POPPY DUNNPOPPY DUNN  
  

 

Current Spring Grove School gap student, Poppy Dunn, is available 
for babysitting in evenings and over weekends.  
 

For further information please call or text Poppy on 07575 698182. 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…HAPPY BIRTHDAY…  
Finn C, Sacha F, Alfie A, Matilda B, Arabella B, 
Ella B-M, Isobel J, Sara S, Hasini K, Reuben D 

Diary 
Monday 23rd April – Friday 27th April 

Monday 
23rd 

Clubs and Activities begin 

Tuesday 
24th  

Prep 6 First Aid Training 
Forest School Beach Day for Prep 3 
Year 5 Maths Competition at Ashford 
School 

Wednesday 
25th 

NSPCC KS1 & KS2 Assembly and Prep 5&6 
Workshop ‘Speak Out. Stay Safe’. 
U11 Girls’ Cricket Training v St Lawrence 
(H) 

Thursday 
26th 

Year 5 Maths Challenge at Junior King’s 
4pm 

Friday  
27th 

Forest School for Reception 
Prep 4D & 4L Assembly 

FUTURE TERM DATES 
 
Summer Term 2018 
Half Term: Monday 28th May to  
  Friday 1st June  
Ends:  Wednesday 11th July 
 
Autumn Term 2018 
Begins: Wednesday 5th September 
Half Term: Thursday 18th Oct to  
  Friday 26th Oct 
Ends:  Friday 14th December 
 
Spring Term 2019 
Begins:  Tuesday 8th January 
Half Term: Monday 18th Feb to  
  Friday 22nd Feb  
Ends:  Wednesday 3rd April 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS   
   

Headmaster’s Stars 
 
Austen:  Oscar P 
Chaucer:   Hasini K, Cameron C, Mylie W, Mia B, Lola S, 
Issah G, Faith B 
Conrad:  Josh D 
Dickens:  Scarlett W-J 
 
Music Awards 
Emmy M-S - Grade 1 Music Theory, Merit 
Eleanor J—Grade 1 Music Theory, Merit 
 
Skiing Awards 
Alfie A—received the Leader award for showing good 
skills and leading and a Teddy Award for Beginners 
Emily B & Thomas B—Ski school awards 
 
Pentathlon 
Dexter W - Bronze Award  
 
Ice Skating Award 
May C 
 
 

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

Congratulations to  CHAUCER Congratulations to  CHAUCER Congratulations to  CHAUCER 

HOUSE for winning Jelly.HOUSE for winning Jelly.HOUSE for winning Jelly.   
   

1.1.1.   ChaucerChaucerChaucer   286 Stars 286 Stars 286 Stars    

2.2.2.   Conrad  Conrad  Conrad  285285285   

3.3.3.   DickensDickensDickens   284284284   

4.4.4.   AustenAustenAusten   259259259   

Lost PropertyLost Property  
  

Zara P  - School named Hoodie 
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