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CHESS 
 
One of our most popular clubs is chess 
and all members are keen to play every 
Tuesday afternoon. Issah G remains top 
of our chess ladder.  

AN INSPIRATIONAL VISIT 
 

Prep 6 enjoyed an inspiring visit today to Dover Castle and the 
Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel-le-Ferne. Learning about Oper-
ation Dynamo and the Battle of Britain, we were provided with 
brilliant instruction on the vitally important events of 1940. Our 
guide was equally impressed with our pupils' enthusiastic re-
sponse and interaction.  

CINDERELLA 
 

A capacity crowd enjoyed a fantastic performance of Cinderella by 
Year 2 during this morning’s family assembly.   
 
Outstanding work Year 2! 



 

 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK 
 

This week’s artist of the week award goes to Liberty and 
Annabelle for their ‘goo’ creations. 

AT FOREST SCHOOL 
 
 

This week in Forest School, Prep 4 stayed back at SG to start 
the final challenge required to achieve the Woodland Trust’s 
Green Tree School Platinum Award. In the gorgeous sun-
shine, with the floods of the previous day a distant memory, 
the children used a number of resources to investigate tree 
shape, bark texture and leaf shape in order to identify 12 of 
the more interesting trees on school grounds. During prep 
time they then researched the trees they discovered to cre-
ate a fact file. The ultimate aim is to produce an SG Tree Trail 
that other children and visitors can use to learn about the 
school's biodiversity. There was also the chance to learn 
about the hunting methods of the bat with a game of 'bat, 
bat, moth.' 

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK 
 

This week’s award goes to all the pupils for their 
outstanding masks display. 



 

 

BIG BREAK, by Shaysha  

 

On Wednesday I took the train to Sheffield to watch 
the quarter final snooker matches at the famous Cru-
cible Theatre.  It was the most exciting experience of 
my life because snooker is my favourite game.  It was 
a dream come try when I entered the lift in my hotel 
to find the 7 time world champion, Stephen Hendry, 
standing alone.  I found it difficult to breathe and 
stood there in amazement.  He took a selfie which I 
will always remember.  The atmosphere inside the 
theatre was electric but became very tense when it 
was 12-12.  The Wizard of Wishaw, John Higgins,  
finally won the epic battle against Judd Trump.  I 
then took part in a junior competition where I was 
the stand out player according to the BBC organisers. 



 

 

The NSPCC Walk: Friday, 11th May 

On Friday 11th May, we are undertaking a 10km walk from Chilham Castle to Spring Grove passing through some 
of the most beautiful countryside in Kent. We are supporting the NSPCC with whom we have been working with 
this term and we hope that the children will be able to gather a sig-
nificant donation for this nationwide charity. 

The schedule of the event is as follows: 

7:30am   School Breakfast Club will run as usual. 

8:15am   Children from Breakfast Club will be taken by minibus to 
the meeting point at Chilham Castle. 

8:30am   Parents to take children to Taylor’s Hill Car & Coach Park, Taylor’s Hill, Chilham CT4 8DD. Toilet facilities 
available here. 

8:45am   Children will be rearranged in houses 

9:00am   Departure of all groups. 

11:05am   Reception Classes depart Spring Grove by minibus and are taken to Boughton Aluph Church (Church 
Lane, Boughton Aluph, Kent, TN25 4EU) 

11:15am   Arrival of group at Boughton Aluph Church. Refreshments will be  provided in the churchyard at the 
church. The church will be open if it is raining. We can also use the toilet facilities at the church. 

11.30am   Final Leg: Boughton Aluph to Spring 
Grove via Perry Court Farm. 

12.30pm   Approximate arrival at school. 

All children in Nursery and Teddies are welcome to 
join us but they must be accompanied by a parent. 
You may park at the car park in Chilham. There will 
be transport available at the end of the walk at SG 
to provide a lift back to Chilham. Unfortunately 
some of the route is not passable with a push-
chair. Dogs must be on leads please. 

Kit List 

Stout shoes (trainers), long trousers, small rucksack 
for tuck and water bottle, waterproof jacket, hat, 
suncream and insect repellent to be applied before 
the walk please. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Headmaster’s  

Scholar of the Week 
 

Christian Obholzer for excellent story writing. 

 A GREAT STORM 
 
A big thank you to everyone who retained composure 
and cheerfulness in the midst of difficult circumstanc-
es during the heavy rain and flooding on Monday. The 
school has received numerous thank yous for the 
effort shown by staff: 
 
"I just wanted to thank the amazing team who were 
under the rain today to organise the cars to park and 
bring children to the individual cars. They were super 
efficient, especially Margaret who was the great con-
ductor of this raining symphony.” 
 
“Spring Grove has continued to be brilliant in adverse 
conditions.“ 
 
“Because you always do your best!!!! There is no oth-
er school I would send my children to.”  
 
“It was well organised despite the terrible weather 
conditions. I hope the new classes, changing room 
and library are ok and didn't get flooded inside." 
 
Happily, the buildings escaped damage although a 
tree came down in the pond area and our lovely wil-
low tree lost a branch.  

 HARVILLE ROAD 

U9 GIRLS CRICKET V ST FAITH’S  

 

A Team Match Reporter – Isabelle D 
On Thursday, the U9s played against St Faith’s. 
We started well but they were strong.  We played 
well when we were batting but when they were 
batting they were very strong.  They batted hard and 
far and the final score was 230 to us and 239 to 
them.  If we could catch better we would have won 
so need to practise!! We did field well though.  
Better luck next time SG.  Thank you to Miss Spicer 
and Miss Drury for taking us. 
 
B Team Match reporter – Eleanor J 
The U9 B Team played their first match yesterday.  
We lost the toss and St Faith’s opted to field.  The 
first pair, (Millie and me), went in and batted strong-
ly, gaining 24 runs.  Sara and Flossie scored 6, but 
were out once.   Angel had some big hits and scored 
12 with Amelia but were out once for 7 runs. 
Finally Olivia and Emily benefitted from several wides 
and no-balls to get 10 runs.  We finished well on 242.  
St Faith’s came into bat and we concentrated on our 
fielding.  Although we had not had much practise, 
our bowling was OK and we got the balls back to the 
wicket as quickly as we could.  St Faith’s only man-
aged to get 215 at the end of the game… so well 
done SG!  A great win to start of the season! 

The RAF Memorial at Capel Le Ferne 



 

 Springgrovian Day: Saturday 12th May 2018 

I am delighted to announce that our special guest on our Springgrovian Day 
will be Huw Jones (Glasgow Warriors, Scotland and ex-Spring Grove part-time 
coach and referee). He will officially open our new sports pavilion.   
 
It is my hope that many Springgrovians (past and present) will attend along-
side all present and past members of the school staff and governors.  10 
years ago for our 40th anniversary, over 100 extra SG personnel joined our 
photo: let’s do even better for SG50! 

 

Please note… 

All Spring Grove children , including Teddies and Nursery, should attend this historic event 
in their best and smartest uniform. I quite understand that this can be difficult for some 
families but as it is a short, one-off event (the children should be here between 9.15 and 
10.45am at which point they have the option to leave), I hope that everyone can attend..   

Approximate timings: 
9.15am: School children to arrive and register in their form groups.  Springgrovians to reg-
ister in the Sunley Hall (there will be tea and coffwee available here for parents and Spring-
grovians) 
From 9.30am: We will begin the process of sorting  everyone into photograph order. 
10.00am: Whole School 50th anniversary Photograph including all Springgrovians (past 
and present) 
10.15am: Musical procession from the Music Room to the Sports Pavilion 
10.30am: Opening of Sports Pavilion (Huw Jones) 
From 10.45am: Tours of the School / Autograph signing / Barbecue Lunch 

(A while) Before scoring his two 

recent Calcutta Cup tries, Huw 

played for Canterbury RFC, attend-

ed Junior King’s and helped out 

with SG football clubs and some 

refereeing.  

 

He also used the SG high perfor-

mance pitches for kicking and tack-

ling practice with his elder brother! 

He is delighted to be asked to return 

to the school on Springgrovian Day. 

 

Huw met the Spring Grove children 

in December 2016. 

https://www.facebook.com/huw.r.jones.9?fref=mentions


 

 

PTA NEWS 

NEXT PTA MEETING 
 

The next SGPTA Meeting will take place on: 
 

 

Thursday 24th May 2018,  
8.45am in the SG50 Library. 

 
All are welcome to attend.  
 

To be discussed:  
 

All things Summer Ball, Donations/Auction Prizes etc 

ADVERTISE  
IN THE MES-
SENGER 
 

 
If you would like to place 
an advert in the Messen-
ger, please see Jude Mei-
kle (Prep 2 class rep) or 
email 
comms@sgpta.co.uk or 
judemei-
kle@gmail.comfor costs 
and terms & conditions. 

MUSICAL OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 

 
Dear Parents, 
 

I am hoping to create a musical area for our outdoor 
play area.   
 

Would you have any of the following that you no 
longer require? 
 

Old saucepans, baking trays, metal plates, metal 
bowls, wooden spoons/spatulas, sieves, bun tins, 
plastic pipes, wind chimes. 
 

Anything that would be suitable for creating sound 
would be great! 
 

Thank you. 
 

Mrs Marie Wells 
Head of Teddies, Spring Grove School 

ASSEMBLY COFFEE ROTA 

 

Many thanks to our PTA reps and volunteers for man-
ning the tea & coffee station on the following assem-
bly dates.  
 

Please check the rota below for your date: 
 
11th May - n/a (NSPCC - SG Sponsored Walk) 
18th May  - Reception PTA Class Reps 
25th May  -  Prep 3 PTA Class reps  

JOIN THE PTA IN 2018 
 

The PTA is a great way to get involved with the school and 
to meet new people.  We’re a friendly bunch and are al-
ways looking for an opportunity to involve coffee and cake 
in our meetings!  
 

The PTA is open to all parents and we would love to see 
some new recruits to help with our fundraising efforts and 
events. So if you would like to get involved, please speak to 
your class rep or the new PTA Chairman, Suzie Boyd 
(chair@sgpta.co.uk ) for more information. 

SALSA LESSON  
 

Please contact Suzie Boyd (chair@sgpta.co.uk) or Al-
icja Street for further information and booking advice 
in regard to the next group Salsa Lesson at Dance Vi-
sions in Ashford: £7 per head.  

SWIM CLUB 2018 
 
Swim Club will be back this half term holiday. 
 
Tobie will be giving lessons on Bank Holiday Monday until 
Saturday. 
 
More details to follow next week.   
 
Can’t wait — please speak to Angela in the Office.  

SG DAY: Saturday 12th May 2018 
 

Could we please request some parental help during the 
morning of Saturday 12th May with Tea/Coffee/
Refreshments and a BBQ. Any cake donations would also 
be fantastic.  Thank you for your help and support. 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE COME ALONG AT 4.30pm-6pm AND JOIN US IN OUR SUMMER ACTIVITIES  IN SG EXTRA THIS TERM. 
 
Once children have finished making and eating their tea. Which enables them to enjoy socialising around the table over the day 
(time permitting) we continue with our planned activity. All children are made very welcome and to enable us to know how 
many will be joining us for tea and activities. We ask could children be booked in at the latest the day before please. This is 
most helpful and much appreciated. Particularly on a day any specific activity is listed. This ensures sufficient food/ingredients/
materials are available for all. 
 
It is a relaxed, fun atmosphere that the children can enjoy at the end of the school day between 4.30 - 6pm Monday - Fri-
day.  Why not come along and join us! 
 
Weather permitting this term we plan to have the children out in the Nursery garden after tea to play games and burn off their 
energies. Should the weather be against us we will have an activity inside planned. 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 7th MAY 
 
Monday 7th   Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 8th   Craft Work 
Wednesday 9th  Scones 
Thursday 10th  Boules 
Friday 11th   Board games/cooking 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 14th MAY 
 
Monday 14th  Blanket Ball 
Tuesday 15th  Tag Shadow 
Wednesday 16th  Free Choice 
Thursday 17th  Throw Ball 100 
Friday 18th   Board Games/cooking 
 
WEEK BEGINNING 21st May 
 
Monday 21st  Savory wraps 
Tuesday 22nd  Board Games 
Wednesday 23rd  Sardines (hide and seek) 
Thursday 24th  Free Choice 
Friday 25th   Tag Shadow/cooking 
  
BOOK IN AND COME ALONG AND ENJOY THE FUN 

SG EXTRA: 
ACTIVITIES FOR THIS TERM 

BABY SITTER BABY SITTER ——  ALICE THOMPSONALICE THOMPSON  
  

 

15 year old ex Spring Grove pupil available for babysitting.  She has 
lots of experience and references.  She is also happy to do ironing 
on the evening by separate negotiation. 
 

Please contact Alice Thompson on 07933 238010 (text during the 
day) or call after 6.30pm. 

BABY SITTER BABY SITTER ——  POPPY DUNNPOPPY DUNN  
  

 

Current Spring Grove School gap student, Poppy Dunn, is available 
for babysitting in evenings and over weekends.  
 

For further information please call or text Poppy on 07575 698182. 

ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOPONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP  
  

 

We are hosting a free O2 and NSPCC online safety 
workshop for parents and carers. 
  
The workshop will take place at Spring Grove School 
at 9.15am on Wednesday 16th May 2018 and is an 
hour long. 
 
Please contact Margaret Read in the office 
(office@springgroveschool.co.uk) if you would like 
to attend. 

Spring Grove School 

Wednesday 16th May 2018 

09.00am 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…HAPPY BIRTHDAY…  

  
Samuel & Thomas M, Belle S,  

Madeleine D, Bea W  

Diary 
Monday 7th May – Saturday 12th May 

Monday 
7th 

Bank Holiday: No School 

Tuesday  
8th  

Forest School for Prep 3 

Wednesday 
9th 

U11 A&B Rounders v St Edmund’s (H) 
U11 Cricket v Lorenden (H) 

Thursday 
10th 

U9 A&B Girls’ Cricket v Ashford (H) 
U9 Boys’ Cricket v St Faith’s (A) 

Friday  
11th 

NSPCC Sponsored Walk to School from 
Chilham Castle 8.30am onwards. 

Saturday 
12th 

Springgrovian Day: Whole School Photo-
graph and Opening of Sports Pavilion 

 

FUTURE TERM DATES 
 
Summer Term 2018 
 
Half Term: Monday 28th May to  
  Friday 1st June  
Ends:  Wednesday 11th July 
 
Autumn Term 2018 
 
Begins: Wednesday 5th September 
Half Term: Thursday 18th Oct to  
  Friday 26th Oct 
Ends:  Friday 14th December 
 
Spring Term 2019 
 
Begins:  Tuesday 8th January 
Half Term: Monday 18th Feb to  
  Friday 22nd Feb  
Ends:  Wednesday 3rd April 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS   
   

Headmaster’s Stars 
 
Austen: Oliver B, Leo B-M, Zachary M 
 
Chaucer: Charlie Y, Lily-Mai M, Sophie B-S 
 
Conrad: Isla P, Eleanor J, Pollyanna D, Hector H,  
  Wilfie E 
 
Dickens: Abigail W, Angel N, Isabella P-K, Oliver T 
 
Awards 
 
Beavers:   James D 
Swimming:  Ferdie C 
 
Congratulations to Angel N who took part in a big 
dance show in Maidstone last weekend. 
 
Good luck to Noah R-C who is participating in a Skiing 
Competition at Chatham Dry Slope this Sunday. 
 

   

JJJeeelllllly y y ttthhheee   GGGiiirrraaaffffffe e e    
   
   

Congratulations to  DICKENS Congratulations to  DICKENS Congratulations to  DICKENS 

HOUSE for winning Jelly.HOUSE for winning Jelly.HOUSE for winning Jelly.   
   

1.1.1.   Dickens (547 Stars)Dickens (547 Stars)Dickens (547 Stars)      

2.2.2.   Chaucer (457 Stars)Chaucer (457 Stars)Chaucer (457 Stars)         

3.3.3.   Austen (439 Stars)Austen (439 Stars)Austen (439 Stars)      

4.4.4.   Conrad (436 Stars)Conrad (436 Stars)Conrad (436 Stars)      

Lost PropertyLost Property   
  

Zara P  - School named Hoodie 
Henry S - Football Boots 
Oscar P - Navy Polo Shirt, Navy Fleece and , Navy 
   Tie 
Bavishna P - School Coat 
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office@springgroveschool.co.uk 
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