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SMILING

Roger Pitt and David Christopherson are
smiling alongside Dawne Sweetland, our
Chair of Governors having been invited to
return to Spring Grove.

One of the themes of this anniversary SG50 year has
been smiling... And we have done a lot of it! When
the school returned last September with a new set of prefects, new pupils and
their families, we found ourselves celebrating the school in the style of 1967 and
we learnt how friendships were forged at the school and how two of our first SG
pupils have remained friends for the past 50 years.

Forest School, Early Years and Key Stage 1 and 2 shows have made us smile; school
assemblies, concerts and carol services moved and entertained us; the development and growing confidence of the pupils have demonstrated what a great place
to grow we are. Those of you who attended sports day, “Pirates of Penzance” or
our final assembly, could not fail to smile at the energy, the determination, the
brilliant talent and the sheer enjoyment and love of performing that was evident
in the children’s faces. Our brilliant Prep 6 group have been marvellous to the last
and we wish them all the best as they embark on their senior school careers.
I hope that the contents of this year’s 37th edition of the SG Messenger will bring
a smile or two to your faces as you read the form summaries, reports about sport,
music and drama, PTA News, where our charitable giving was directed and, of
course, who won Jelly the Giraffe!
If Smiling was everywhere this year, then next year’s theme
across the school will be Peace. In the year in which we
remember, 100 years on, the end of World War 1, a theme
of Peace will be appropriate, heading, as we are, towards
uncertain times across the globe and in the immediate future with our own country.
Mrs Jones and I wish you all a peaceful and restful summer.

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

SPORTS DAY

This week’s artist of the week award goes to Millie
D for her fantastic landscape.

What a wonderful day of competition and teamwork.

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK
This week’s award goes to our
Nursery class for their ‘Shells’.

PREP 6 LEAVERS’ DAY
A typical SG fanfare and school guard of honour for
our departing Prep 6 on their last day. Farewell and
good luck.

FLY –BY
A balloon overhead to welcome the day — only at
Spring Grove!

CAMP NIGHT
The annual Camp Night at Spring Grove School was a
fantastic success.

PARTY TIME
Year 1 had a special party.

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…
Jess E, Mariella C, Toby D, Arun J, Dylan C, Oliver T,
Lyra M, Jonathan B, Henry G, Arrietti F, Emilia H-H,
Jack & Charlie B, Arabella E, Isabella S, Samuel P, Mia
L, Abigail W, Angus M, Harry N, Theia C

LOST PROPERTY
Henry S
Oscar P
Bavishna P
Henry S
Mariella C
Joseph A

-

Football Boots
Navy Fleece
School Coat
Football Boots
Royal Blue Cardigan
Royal Blue Jumper

A LETTER FROM FRANCE...

Dear Mr. Bill Jones
We wanted to thank you for welcoming Sacha to
your wonderful school. We are sure that he will remember all his life this wonderful experience by
your side and with all the staff of SPRING GROVE
SCHOOL, he will remember all these moments of joy
shared with all the children and the teachers of the
school. Thank you for your precious accompaniment
Mr Smith, Mrs Rafferty... all the Year 6 children and
Dickens House!

SUMMER FUN AT SG
Following the success of Easter the Holiday Camps return for summer. A variety of fun and action packed activities are on offer from the 23 July to 24 August at just
£35 per day.
More details and booking information can be found
at www.fitnessin.co.uk or call 0208 261 7804.

When Sacha was welcomed at SPRING GROVE in
February 2018, he had a very low level of English,
we are now very grateful for all the attention you
and all the teachers have given him : his progress is
impressive.
For parents, it's not easy to leave a 10-year-old son
"alone" abroad, but thanks to you and the entire
SPRING GROVE community, we have been reassured
and it has gone really well! We have always been
reassured because throughout his stay we could feel
that he was so well looked-after and fulfilled.
We will also remember the emotion that we felt
during the first constructive exchanges that we had
with you, we will remember all the information, the
mails, the news, the photos, the films that we received from the office, from teachers, from other
families and fellow parents.
We will remember the kindness of the whole school,
to us when we were able to go to Wye to attend the
assemblies. We will remember the joy of seeing Sacha playing his saxophone with you, with Pedro,
with the Orchestra.
We also want to thank, from the bottom of our
hearts , the families who welcomed Sacha and who
were wonderful with him. We warmly thank the
BORGS, RENDO-CASTROS and the TAFFARELLOS.
We sincerely thank you and the whole community of
SPRING GROVE SCHOOL
Sandrine and Frédéric FRANCOIS, an eternally grateful French family.

PRIZE DAY
Well done everyone! (see pages 17-18)

SG50
We have now come to the end of our SG50 celebration year which culminated in our SG Day in May.
We were delighted to see so many friends of Spring Grove, almost
300! Who all enjoyed visiting the school and reminiscing about their
time at SG. We were delighted that rugby star Huw Jones accepted
the honour of officially opening the fantastic new buildings which are
already being enjoyed by pupils, staff and parents.
It was a privilege to chair the SG50 committee for its very special year.
We have organised and participated in some wonderful events, including our fantastic Great Gatsby Ball which set a new record of 235
guests!
I am delighted to report that we have raised over £20K during our year
which has enabled us to donate to some of our favourite charities,
namely, A Place2Be and Medical Detection Dogs. We have also donated to the SGPTA. This is an incredible achievement and has exceeded
our expectations.
On behalf of the SG50 Committee, I would like to extend our heartfelt
thanks to all those who have supported us and Spring Grove by
attending our events, giving up your time and bringing such positivity
to our events throughout the year.
Finally, I would like to express my thanks to the SG50 Committee, Suzy
Boyd, Kate Fenwick, Susie Fox, Bill Jones, Janette Makin, Sarah Martin,
Margaret Read, Lydia Rimmer, Dawne Sweetland and Chris Townend
for their unwavering support, energy and enthusiasm, creativity and
sense of fun! It has been a fantastic year and you have been a brilliant
team!
Here’s to the next 50!
Sue Pullen - Chair, SG50 Committee

CHARITY FUNDRAISING
This has been a thrilling year for charity works and all children have
been involved at some stage in the exciting projects. Mrs Saxby inspired the Prep 6 pupils to use their initiative to make as much money
as possible from the starting point of £1 each. A number of younger
pupils came forward with their ideas and cake and jumble sales were
organised. One pupil raised over £500 in sponsorships following the
NSPCC walk (see below).
Charity prefects, Violet and Maddie, not only supported the school in
raising impressive charitable funds but they also continued their own
fundraising. In the last 12 months the girls raised £4,000 for the
Herts MS Therapy Centre and Brain Tumour Research. They were recognised as outstanding ambassadors for the Therapy Centre. Such was
their impact, Brain Tumour Research sent a representative from Portsmouth to congratulate and thank the girls personally. Maddie and Violet were delighted to support each other to help charities which are
close to their families. They are committed to doing more. This is what
we raised this year.
Autumn Term 2017
Friday 8th September
Charity Dressing-Up Day £105.40 split between Porchlight & SG Library
Friday 6th October
Cake/knick-knack sale - £65.81 to Guide Dogs for the Blind (Liberty W &
Isobel J)
Friday 17th November
Children in Need Dressing-Up Day – £192.61 100% to Children in Need
Tuesday 12th December
Carol Service – Wye Church – £410.00 50% each to SG and Wye Church
Thursday 14th December
Carol singing in Canterbury - £426.74 100% to Porchlight
Spring 2018
Bake Sales – 50% PTA & 50% Medical Detection Dogs
Austen - £135.58
Dickens - £132.94
Chaucer - £116.13
Conrad - £106.56
Friday 9th March 2018
Animal Dressing Up Day – £100: Medical Detection Dogs
Easter Service 27th March
£134.74 – 50% to Wye Church / 50% to Brain Tumour Research
Wednesday 28th March
Wear A Hat - £110 – 100% to Brain Tumour Research
Summer 2018
Sponsored Walk – May 2018
NSPCC - £4000
Saturday 7th July 2018 – Bannister Mile
Medical Detection Dogs - £169.00
Well done to Violet and Maddie and all pupils who came up with
charity ideas and raised money for worthy charitable causes!

TEDDIES
We have come to the end of another year in Teddies. This term has seen
big changes in our garden, although it was already lovely and one of our
best assets there were areas that required improvement. We have a fabulous space for the children and one they all enjoy. All our staff came up
with ideas, designs and put in lots of work to allow the children to have
many hours of fun. Our new sensory garden includes plants that smell,
sound and feel different to each other.
The music wall is made of a host of kitchen utensils, baking tins and pots
– we all love to hear all the different types of sounds it makes. The mud
kitchen has new wooden furniture and scales, we have a magical fairy
garden, mud digging area, colourful sand pit and a stage for the children
to act out role plays.
We are so happy with how the space turned out and the children love it
too. I would like to say a big thank you to all the parents for contributions
such as plants, kitchen equipment and wooden pieces – we really appreciate your help. Teddies and Nursery sports day on Tuesday 3rd July was
superb. There was a fabulous crowd cheering the children along followed
by a picnic. Many Parents commented on how much fun the children had
and the confidence they had shown at such a young age.
On Thursday 5th we had our teddy bears picnic. The sun shone throughout and we all enjoyed playing bear games, even the children’s teddies
were jumping up and down on the parachute!
Good bye and good luck to all our Teddies who are moving on in September. We wish them all the very best as they take the next steps in their
education. Special thanks for all the cards and gifts received from parents
and for your generosity, we always appreciate your kindness and value
your comments.
Have a fantastic Summer!
Mrs Wells, Mrs Cox, Miss Fisher, Miss Rall, Mrs Flynn.

NURSERY
Another year draws to a close for the children in Nursery and the time has come for them to move onto the Reception Class or their new school. It seems no time since they arrived in Nursery and they have all made huge
progress over the year. This term has, as always, been very busy. We have been practising our number recognition and writing, playing listening games and tuning into sounds in words, enjoying lots of craft work and worked
together in groups to build and construct in the classroom and garden.
We watched carefully as our caterpillars grew and then turned into butterflies and learnt about creatures that
live under the sea.
Our trip to the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway and Greatstone Beach was a popular event - we rode on
the steam train to New Romney, ate our picnic at the station and then, at the beach, collected shells, made
sandcastles and tried to bury Mrs Khan-Guy!
Sports Day took place on one of the very few cooler days this term. The children had all practised hard, running
well and showing their support for all of their friends.
The end of term approached very quickly and we ended with a Pirate theme. The children made their telescopes, pirate hats and eyepatches and then enjoyed a dressing up day and treasure hunt in the garden.
It is always sad to say goodbye at the end of the year but the children are all now ready for the next big step in
their school life. We wish them all the best and hope that you all have a relaxing and fun filled summer holiday.
Mrs Clarke, Mrs Upchurch, Miss Terry

RECEPTION
What a busy year we have had in Reception! The children have immersed themselves fully into all areas of the
curriculum and it has been wonderful to see how they have progressed and achieved many of their Early Learning
Goals. In Literacy they have produced some impressive emerging writing and their story writing has proved to be
very imaginative. In Maths we have been looking at a wide variety of skills, opening our own fruit shops at snack
time, numbers before and after, building with 3D shapes, problem solving and number formation.
This term the children enjoyed their first class assembly, “Michael Recycle” tied in well with our focus on plastic
and recycling. The children proved themselves to be excellent rappers! Swimming has proved to be a popular
addition to our PE lessons and it has been fantastic to see our more nervous swimmers make such brilliant progress. Sports Day was lots of fun and the children all demonstrated great sportsmanship.
Zoolab came to visit us and we were impressed at how the children were happy to touch a wide range of animals:
African snails, tortoises, snakes, tarantulas and rats. In June we had a lovely trip to Wildwood, the bears and
otters being particular favourites.
Throughout the year Forest School has evolved through the seasons and this term we have been enjoying having
lunch in the woods. We have been able to continue the children’s wide and varied interest in insects there.
Thank you to the many parents that were able to attend our end of year party. It was lovely to see the children
so excited to show you their experiences so far.
We thank you for your continued support throughout the year and we wish you a restful summer holiday.
Best wishes for Year One.
Mrs Kemp, Mrs Lucy and Mrs Williamson

YEAR 1
It has been an active and enjoyable year in the Owl class. All children have made good progress with their reading, writing, spelling, maths and in all the subjects in ks1. We have studied plants, the seaside, creatures that live
there and we have explored those that are endangered. We have also studied different artists, Florence Nightingale and enjoyed a trip to Forest School and Beach school. Our recent class trips were to Wye and Leeds Castle.
The garden was popular, the new scooters were a great success and it was fun playing in the house and making
concoctions in the cauldron. The beach shop in the classroom was a great success and backed up our seaside topic.
A few children added their comments about year
1...
“I really will miss Mrs Newman and Mrs Bissonnette.”
“It was fun to go stream dipping.”
“I found one of those leeches.”
“I liked beach school”
The long walk was remembered and the children
recalled being tired.
“I like the Owl class - Year 1 is the best”
We concluded the term with a colourful Hindu style
party where Anya’s granny made lots of delicious
food to taste. A huge thank you to her.
We hope you all have a wonderful summer and all
the best in Year 2!
Mrs Newman and Mrs Bissonnette

YEAR 2
We have had a very busy term and the children wrote about some of their highlights.
Assembly
We did an amazing Cinderella assembly. Everyone liked it! First the two ugly sisters made Cinderella work very hard and after weeks and weeks of working, a letter arrived. It was a letter for
the ball. The sisters squealed ooooh! And at the ball Cinderella danced with the prince. The story had a happy ending.
Ancient Egypt
In Year 2 we learnt about Ancient Egypt. We made papiermache masks and it was very messy.
When the paint was dry we had a fantastic party. Mrs Borg made an Egyptian cake and we wrapped some children in loo
roll to make Mummies, it was amazing!
Art
In art we made a rainforest in a box first we painted the box and chose which colour like turquoise, blue, light green, dark
green, yellow, pink and red. The week after, we made trees; tall trees, big trees, short trees, thin trees. We also made animals such as monkeys, orangutans and tarantulas.
Leeds Castle
We went on a big coach. At Leeds castle we stroked an owl and we went in the big playground and the maze, it was fun
when we got lost in the maze. We had a picnic lunch and saw lots of ducklings, they were so cute.
Science
Once we did science in the science room, we made electric circuits and we were in teams of six. Some peoples’ circuits fell
apart six or seven times and it was quite funny. We made a bulb light up and a buzzer, buzz. We also did science in the
stream and we found lots of shrimps and even a big black water beetle. This term we planted seeds. The kind of seeds we
planted were bean seeds, radish seeds, cress seeds and sunflower seeds and a mini rainforest. We went to Palmstead
Nursery across the road to look at the enormous greenhouse and plant some more seeds. We got a bit wet when they
switched on the sprinkler.
Kings and Queens
We have been learning about kings and queens in history. We have
been learning about Queen Victoria, King Henry V111 and Bloody
Mary.
Forest School
I like it because we make dens and we made a fire and we toast
marshmallows and my favourite bit was making a necklace and also
going on the minibus. I liked beach school because we searched for
plastic and also crabs and we ate our lunch at the beach.
We hope you all have a great holiday.
Mrs Brogan-Jones, Mrs Langford and Mrs Saxby

PREP 3
The journey travelled by Prep 3 this year has included adventures to
Boulogne and Nausicaa Sea World, Canterbury Roman Museum, The
British Museum and Battle Abbey and Battlefield where we have
been able to experience the historical evidence for the areas we
have studied - England’s Invaders and Settlers from Romans to Normans.
Our learning journey has involved courage, risk and endeavour with
the online assessments in maths, English and science, and the emergence of so much talent and potential in musicals and assemblies and many other
music and drama performance. The year group are also developing well as sports
players and are keen to take their turn in representative matches in Prep 4.
Prep 3 have made themselves completely at home up in King’s Wood for Forest
School and have been honing their outdoor skills and devoting much time and energy to building dens, sawing, lighting fires, wattle and daub fencing, Viking
knitting and bug munching to name but a few! They’ve also enjoyed making the
most of our local Kent coastline with their first trips to Beach School.
We are grateful to Mrs Lord, Mrs Boucher and Miss Giles for their classroom support, to Mr Curnow (Sr.) and Mr Lutz for assisting us with Forest School and the
many parents who have supported us by hearing readers, accompanying us on
trips and turned up come rain or shine to watch
us play matches or perform.
We hope you will enjoy your adventures over
the Summer and return refreshed for Prep 4.
With best wishes, Mr Curnow and Mrs Jones

PREP 4
It’s always so strange at the end of the school year to look back to September and feel that it was so long ago, yet
at the same time it feels like just yesterday! Prep 4 have packed a lot into this past year and grown in so many
ways.
Our first trip out was to Boulogne, accompanied by the Prep 3s. We had a super day out visiting the French Market, had lunch on the beach and then went to the brilliant sea life centre at Nausicaa.
4L had the honour of presenting the Harvest Assembly, which they did very well, and the whole school contributed
generously with lots of food parcels which were distributed to Brambles and Ashford Food Bank.
We all got thoroughly involved in house entertainments before half term, enjoying the challenge of putting together a show worthy of performance to friends and parents.
4D’s first assembly was based on the theme of Respect and they told the story of The Mouse and the Lion to illustrate their point.
1967 Day saw everyone dressing up and enjoying a cool and groovy time!
The run up towards celebrating Christmas is always such fun at Spring Grove and we were happy to ‘give something back’ in joining Prep 5 and 6 for Carol singing, in Canterbury, raising money for Porchlight.
Spring Term arrived, with a thrilling House Times Tables Competition, House Bake Sales, a Spelling Focus Week,
Cafe de l’Ecole, and of course ‘Snow School!’
Prep 4 also somehow found the time to rehearse for our brilliant show, ‘Go for Goal,’ which told some history of
the football World Cup through drama, dance and song.
The new SG50 library was opened by Author and Poet James Carter, who entertained us all and gave some inspiring writing workshops.
We have been lucky to have continued our adventures at Forest and Beach School throughout the year, where
outdoor learning really came alive, and are grateful to Mr Curnow, Mr Curnow (Snr), Miss Spicer, Mrs CourtenaySnipp and Mrs Rimmer who made it all possible.
Summer term has also whizzed by. Highlights were The Grandparents’ Summer Concert, The French Breakfast,
Sports Day and our trip out to The Kent Show. We say a sad farewell to Oscar P, who will be missed as he goes to
live in Belgium, and wish him all the best!

PREP 5
By Christian O
This term, Prep 5 have done things including beach school, in
which we went down to Reculver Bay and got told not to go
into the riptide. Then we were let free with certain objectives
like ‘collect a stone with a hole in it’ and ‘try to find shark eggs’.
The opening of the school library took place in March, where a
poet named James Carter came to our school for a few days
and we enjoyed him playing his melodica he called Steve and
cutting the ribbon at the front of the book room.
Forest school was interesting, though nothing really funny happened so I am just going to talk about it briefly. We made some
weapons, built some shelters and ate some ‘chicken’ which
turned out to be squirrel.
On the French trip, we did multiple activities including archery,
climbing, visiting the mini farm and la fabrication du pain.
After that the next big event was house cricket and on the day,
Chaucer won but then everyone realised that there was still
another match.
Then we did the leavers show called ‘The Pirates of Penzance’
which we had been practising for a while. Everyone gave a
great performance.
That’s about all we did this term, apart from one thing which
was definitely less exciting than then the rest of the term. You
can probably guess what it is, but if you can’t I will leave it after
this. The 11+!
(In addition, Prep 5 won the poetry recitation competition, they impressed all with
their sporting performances, some took part in maths competition, many of the class
members played brilliant solos in concerts, they were all magnificent in France, in “Pirates of Penzance” and all are
excited about the holidays and returning to SG as prefects with positions of responsibility. - Ed.)

PREP 6
So the final term this year flew by for the Prep 6 children.
After the build up of excitement and looking forward to the
Tewkesbury trip, the trip itself came and went in a flash. They
all had a fabulous time and enjoyed every minute of it. They
all took their first aid courses and passed and then of course
started their rehearsals for the end of year show. The Pirates of Penzance went down a storm with everyone that managed
to see it, and there was even a good handful of theatre goers who came to watch the second performance whilst England
played in the World Cup! Speaking of the World Cup, lots of the Prep 6 parents and children took in the Sweden game at
school after the sports day which was enjoyed by all, and another one of those days that will be logged in the memory banks
for years to come.
The final assembly was a triumph with all of the children taking part and showing the rest of the school what they can do. It
was a variety performance to be proud of with rapping, line dancing, singing and several musical pieces interspersed
throughout. The final farewell assembly was lovely and the children and parents all met afterwards in the Tickled Trout to say
their farewells. That’s where this chapter ends and a new one begins for the 2018 Prep 6s.
They are all looking forward to their new schools with mixed emotions, but they are certainly ready and raring to go. We
wish them all the very best and look forward to hearing about their achievements in the future.

SPRING GROVE SCHOOL – PRIZE GIVING 2018
PREP 4L

FORM 1
Form Prize

Ophelia B

Effort Prize

Rory B

FORM 2 B-J

Form Prize
Times Table Prize
Middle School Music Shield

Eleanor J

Effort Prize
Stretton Middle School Courtesy Cup

Zara P

Form Prize
Pre-Prep Reading Cup

Shaysha A

Form Prize
Art Prize

May C

Effort Prize

Charlie Y

Liberty W

Spelling Prize
Creative Writing Prize

Roan E

Effort Prize
Pre-prep Languages Shield

Handwriting Prize
Sweetland Middle School Cup Drama
Shield

Flossie A

Pollyanna D

PRE-PREP AWARDS
Worrow All Rounder Cup

Isobel J

Pre-Prep Sports Cup

Freddie L

Art Prize

Hollins Pre-Prep Courtesy Cup

Poppy B

MIDDLE SCHOOL AWARDS

Pre-Prep Tennis Award

Isabella S

Middle School Sports Cup

William D

Patel Overall Contribution Shield

Hector H

PREP 3C
Form Prize

James D

Forest School Martin Trophy

Mary B

Effort Prize
Times Table Prize

Isabelle D

The Thomas Cup for IT

Reuben D

Middle School Progress Shield

Lily-Mai M

Spelling Prize
Varnalls Tennis Shield

Olivia D-M

Art Prize

Sophia B

Handwriting Prize

Oliver T

PREP 5

PREP 3J

Form Prize

Emily B

Effort Prize
Hockey Cup

Anna M

Form Prize

Thomas B

Spelling Prize

Alice R

Effort Prize

Sophia B-S

Creative Writing Prize

Christian O

Spelling Prize

Rafael B

Josh D

Art Prize

Emma S

Times table Prize
Sharp Cricket Cup

Times table Prize

William R

Spring Grove Cricket Cup
Rounders Cup

Emmy M-S

Handwriting Prize

Scarlett W-J

Art Prize

Abigail W

Handwriting Prize

Tabitha R

LAMDA Prize

Poppy C-S

Fletcher\Novakovic Choir Cup

Phoebe B

Spring Grove Football Shield (Boys)

Barney S

PREP 4D
Form Prize
Times Table Prize
Middle School Languages Shield
Chess Cup

Issah K-G

Effort Prize

George B

Spelling Prize
Creative Writing Prize

Evie D

Handwriting Prize

Oliver B

Art Prize

Millie D

SPRING GROVE SCHOOL – PRIZE GIVING 2018
PREP 6 AWARDS

Handwriting Prize
Sophie Miles Dramatic Arts
Endeavour Cup

Isla P

Times table Prize
Science Cup
Arnold Overall Sports Cup (Boys)

Henry S

Effort Prize
Languages Shield
Swimming Cup for Boys

Sacha F

Art Prize
Baxter Kindness Cup
Drama and Overall Contribution Award
Burden Cross Country Cup
Martyn Singing Cup

Mia B
Madeleine D

Hills Field Sports Cup
Headmaster’s Achievement for contribution to school
life.

Sebastian F

Spring Grove Rugby Award
Headmaster’s Award for Academic Achievement and
Contribution to school life.

Joseph E

Paul Nolan Most Improved Footballer
Headmaster’s award for Overall Contribution
Washington-Jones Computer Cup

Pedro T

Swimming Cup for Girls
Netball Cup

Violet H

Brett History Cup
Headmaster’s Achievement for contribution to school
life.

Luca T

Spelling Prize
Technology Shield
Camilla Harris for Academic Achievement
Christopher Scrivens Maths Cup

Hasini K

Form Prize
Terence Tickridge Cross-Country Cup for Boys
Kincaid Music Salver
Christopherson Cup

Robin C

Creative Writing Prize
Reading Cup
Leonnie Jones Cup for Overall Contribution
Furnival Sports Cup (Girls)
Bailey Sprint Cup
Knights-Toomer Football Shield
Citizenship Shield
Furnival Sports Cup (Girls)

Amelia S

Beatrice W

JELLY THE GIRAFFE

Jelly the Giraffe

The Jelly Giraffe competition now goes back 7 years or
so. Stars have been awarded for decades but the giraffe
is comparatively young. The graph below tells an interesting story:
> It shows a dramatic increase in the number of stars being awarded.
> It shows that, overall Austen have enjoyed more 1sts
than the other houses but Chaucer and Conrad have also
enjoyed a run of success at various times.

Congratulations to Dickens
House for winning Jelly.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Dickens ( Stars)
Austen ( Stars)
Chaucer ( Stars)
Conrad ( Stars)

> It shows that Austen’s total of 6,068 stars in Autumn
2017 is a record.
> This term Dickens has won Jelly for the first time since
Autumn 2012.
Other interesting facts:
At the end of Summer Term 2013, 10 children had
reached their silver citizenship badge (2,000 stars) and
just one pupil reached Gold (3,000 stars). In 2018, 26 children reached silver, 6 of those reached gold and one pupil, broke through the magical 4,000 barrier for the first
time. Bea W, our Captain of school finished her SG career
on 4,070 stars. I wonder for how long that record will
stand?

0

Austen
Chaucer

1

Conrad
Dick ens

2
3
4

BOYS’ SPORT
In the three years I’ve been at
SG we’ve still not managed a
cricket season where a fixture
hasn’t been cancelled due to
the weather. This year was no
exception and we did have to
cancel a few. The latter half of
the term was a scorcher
though and it seemed to bring the best out of the boys. Once again we took
the scalps of some of the much larger schools, acquitting ourselves brilliantly and playing as you would expect a much larger
school to do. Cricket is indeed as popular as ever at school and again we have had every boy represent the school throughout
the season. We even invited boys that couldn’t play to have match tea so that
they could feel part of the team. It is possibly this sense of team that has allowed the boys to perform to such a competitive standard this term. The last
week saw the cricket and swimming house competitions which were keenly
contested by both boys and girls. It seems that we have engendered a real passion for sport this year that has seen all of the boys, and girls, grow in confidence both on and off the sports field. With that in mind we look forward to
next year with excitement, particularly in light of the best World Cup fun that
England have had in a while. Roll on the football season and perhaps the next
England player will emerge from our ranks!!
Mr Smith

GIRS’ SPORT
It seems incredible that we have come to the end of yet another school year and we are waving goodbye to the children of
Prep 6.
Over the year there have been highs and lows but this term has been, for some years, the best. The girls have been magnificent on the sports field, particularly the U11 girls, who have shown a great deal of determination in their cricket and rounders
matches. The U9 girls are coming along in leaps and bounds too and I’m sure they will represent the school well next term.
One of the highlights was Sports Day. This was a fabulous event (helped by the beautiful weather) and just showed how all of
the staff here at Spring Grove come together to make the event one to remember. Thank you also to the parents for their contribution selling tea, pastries, Pimms and ice lollies. Your effort was really is appreciated.
A number of our girls are playing for clubs outside school and also developing well as athletes, tennis players, swimmers, horse
riders and as gymnasts. Finally, I’d like to thank the Prep 6 girls. They have been wellled by our leaders and are a great asset to the school. I envy the sports departments at
their new schools as they are all superstars and they will certainly make a positive impact in the school teams. Good luck Mia, Madeleine, Violet, Hasini, Isla, Amelia and
Bea.
Mrs Langford

END OF TERM REVIEW: FRENCH
It has been another successful term in the French department. The highlight
for me this term has definitely been taking Prep 5 to our residential trip to
Normandy at the beginning of June. They were an absolute credit to the
school during our week at the Château. It was a real pleasure not only to witness their progress in French but also to watch them grow as individuals, as
they conquered fears and tried out many new things. I would like t take this
opportunity to thank all prep 5 parents for their continued support, as well as
Mrs Langford and Mrs Wood for the invaluable help. On this note, I would
also like to thank you once again for supporting our Café de l’école and the
French breakfasts which help raise money towards our trip. Many thanks also
to Mrs Groom and the kitchen staff without whose help these events could
not take place.
In class, before the trip Prep 5 concentrated on leaning helpful vocabulary
and phrases such as clothes and activities, and since we came back we have
been working on writing a thank you letter to the Château staff.
One of the highlights of the Summer term for me was to be a spectator to the
Prep 6 fashion show. The children did a brilliant job of describing their clothes
in French and the outfit were very imaginative!
Prep 4 have focused on the topic of School. They have given their opinions on
school subjects, learnt to tell the time and booklets described their daily routine. They finished the term with preparing and presenting a weather forecast.
In Prep 3, the first half of the term was dedicated to learning fruit and vegetables. During the second half of term,
they have learnt to name body parts. The children particularly enjoyed singing our topic related songs: “J’aime les
fruits” and “Des os il en faut!”
Form 2 have concentrated on naming clothes and saying what colour they are. Whilst learning about body parts,
they have also created their own monsters and described how many limbs and other body parts they had.
As well as lots of singing and speaking and reinforcing colours and numbers to 20, Form 1 have also been learning
about clothes and they have enjoyed singing “Promenons-nous dans les bois”.
Nursery and Reception have both learnt about little beasts and bugs in the latter part this term. They have also
learnt about the beach and they particularly enjoyed watching short French animation film to reinforce the topics
learnt. Reception have particularly impressed me with the way they have been greeting each other in French with
growing confidence.

Vive la France!

END OF TERM REVIEW: MUSIC
“A Policeman’s life is not a happy one”, “For I am a pirate king”, “Poor
Wandering One” and “I am the very model of a modern major general”
are comedy songs which have delighted audiences for over 140 years,
and in our own production of Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance
the performers of Prep 5 and 6 won the praise and admiration of a new
generation. This was an ambitious musical to stage, but Mr Jones’ expert direction enabled the children to understand and bring to life the
comic and social dilemmas of the ridiculous plot! Congratulation to
leading performers Isla P (Major General), Robin C (Pirate King) Amelia S (Frederic), Mia B (Mabel), Bea W (Ruth),
Pedro T (Police Sergeant), Joseph E (Samuel). Our packed audiences of school family, friends and visitors from the
community all agreed that the children had attained an even higher level of choral singing, often in two parts, in
addition to accomplished solo and ensemble numbers from the leading characters. Thank you to Miss Drury for
excellent set design, and all the parent and teacher helpers for painting, make-up and costumes.
Grandparents day Summer Concert is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate music and poetry through the school,
led by the SG Orchestra, Ceilidh Band, Wind Band, Jazz Ensembles and Year 2 recorders with year group and community songs. Our Prep 6 soloists set a high standard of musicianship: Robin C our music prefect (Trumpet: Grade 5
distinction), Madeleine D (Trombone: Grade 4 distinction, Singing: Grade 4 distinction, Piano Grade 4 distinction),
Bea W (Trombone Grade 4 merit), Amelia S (Piano and Cello Grade 3), Henry S (trumpet Grade 3), Pedro T (Grade 1
distinction), parent Mrs S Wood (grade 1 distinction) and Sacha F on Saxophones. Next term our new Prep 6 will be
ready to shine, led by Emily B (Flute and Piano Grade 3), Phoebe B (Flute Grade 4 and Singing Grade 3), Alice R
(Trumpet grade 3) and Noah R-C (Trombone grade 1).
We also enjoyed two Informal Concerts which give opportunities to all those learning instruments from Year 1 to
Prep 6. Spring Grove was once again an exam centre for Trinity College Music and LAMDA drama and verse exams.
We are sorry to say farewell to Mrs Kim Bourne who had achieved exceptional results with LAMDA pupils but we
welcome a new teacher in September. A great debt of thanks is due to our wonderful team of Visiting Music Teachers: Andrew Lowen (piano, singing and Trinity exam rep); Peter Cook (clarinet and saxophone); Claire Dwyer
(piano); Marin Gove (brass); Sian Jarman (violin); Trixie Collins (guitar); Rachel Waltham
(cello); Stina Wilson (flute); Jackson Hermann (drums).
Remember to clean your instruments over the
summer and enjoy playing your favourite pieces as
well as trying new repertoire!
Congratulations to all who have joined in music
making this year.
Mrs Jones
Director of Music
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Helen Groom arrived at Spring Grove in 1987
and months into her time her, she took on the
catering duties. This temporary role subsequently last 31 years during which she has
worked in three kitchens at Spring Grove. The
first was in the present staff room serving the
dining room which was the front hall of the
school! Thereafter, Helen’s department moved
to what is now the Teddies’ sleep room serving the dining room which is the main nursery
classroom before finally taking up residence in
Sunley Hall. Our Facebook page has invited
comments from numerous Springgrovians
who have listed their favourite recipes including tuna vols-au-vents, ginger cake and sausage meat pie! Helen has undoubtedly poured
passion and commitment into her role at the school, showing commitment
to and care for the entire community. She has enjoyed the company of her
colleagues, supported especially by Anne Coast, and she has mixed into the
SG recipe both warmth and laughter. She has adapted to changing tastes
but still maintains that she knows best about the likes and dislikes of the
children.
Helen has joined in the fun of school, the dressing up days and, for at least
one former pupil, the sight of her flying on the zip wire stands out as a major memory. We wish Helen all the very best in her retirement .

A tribute (sung to the tune of “Ain’t
that a kick in the head!”)
Helen, the lady we know,
Came here 31 years ago:
So you’re all gonna say,
“Ain’t she the girl of the day!”
She tells us all what to do,
From the smallest to the biggest of
you,
Never wrong, always right!
Ain’t she the Queen of the Night!
She’s never liked mustard,
She’s made gallons of custard,
She never gets flustered
Except at lunch, she’s B-E-A-UTIFUL!
Her most famous saying of all,
Is when she cries out BIG or SMALL!
Let all of us say,
“Ain’t she the girl of the day!”
…..
Her ginger cake’s yummy,
The pudding’s are scrummy,
She’s made millions of runny
Yoghurt and honey - she’s used up
the world’s supply of vols-au-vents!
She’s number one amongst this
throng,
She wrote the lyrics to this song,
So ev’ryone say:
“Ain’t she the girl of the day!
Let’s give her a hug and a wave,
And a kiss - stop it, behave!
Let’s all of us say,
“Ain’t she the girl of the day!” X3

FAREWELL ALSO TO...
Passionate Scotswoman, Lucie Lochhead arrived at Spring
Grove in March 2008 and during her 10 years at the school,
she has been both a hard-working member of the kitchen
team and also a popular and enthusiastic supervisor of the
children at break-times on the field. Lucie has been both a
Spring Grove parent and a member of staff and has always
been keen to do her job effectively, being observant and
offering helpful advice to help improve practice. Our best
wishes go to Lucie as she moves on.

THANK YOU AND FAREWELL hank you…..and
Mrs Saxby pays tribute to Bonnie Rafferty
Bonnie, Mrs Rafferty...or Guru Rafferty as you are most respectfully
known...after 9 years, we shall miss you here at Spring Grove. You’ve made
such a huge impression in so many different areas: French, ICT, English and of
course the Library.
You’re someone with a real passion for education and you’re ‘the brains’ we
all rely on: In meetings, you make sure we actually address the issues requiring attention (sometimes, this is even something you’ve managed to get Bill
to do!). And of course you make sure that our grammar is up to scratch. In
fact, by the end of last week, even Des the Inspector found himself asking for
your advice when he was writing up his report!
I’ve asked staff to think of ways to describe you: “Committed, hardworking...gluten-free! Passionate, literary, perfectionist...pedantic! Intelligent,
stylish, rigorous...not always completely tolerant of other people’s imperfections. The list goes on! You’ve been a great asset to the staff team here and
we appreciate all you’ve done to improve standards across the school in so
many areas. High standards are important to you, as is a good education.
As Shakespeare (Henry VI Pt 2): “Ignorance is the curse of god. Knowledge is
the wing wherewith we fly to heaven”.
This is a philosophy you’ve displayed in your many appearances at the SG
quiz: A great team player with a competitive spirit. Your knowledge even
helped us come second one year.
Shakespeare again. Twelfth Night: “Some are born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them”. You were born great!
We wish you every success in your new venture, whatever path you choose
to take; and we shall watch your progress with interest.
Who knows what the future holds? Back to Shakespeare. Julius Caesar: “It is
not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves”.
You will always be welcome back here; and no
doubt we will be calling on your expertise in the future.
“Parting is such sweet sorrow” (Romeo and Juliet).
But to cheer us all up, it’s time for a sing song in
true SG style
“If music be the food of love,
play on” ………………… Mr
Jones……… music please…..
Not even a Rubik’s cube can
confound Mrs R’s determination.

BONNIE SONG
To the tune of My Bonnie lies over the
ocean
Bonnie is leaving this summer
Her colleagues and friends are in tears,
Distraught and bereft and all broken
She’s been here for nearly 9 years.
Bring back, oh bring back
Oh bring back my Bonnie to me… etc.
A precocious young infant was Bonnie
She argued all day with her mum
She learnt German and French and
Italian
Just before she became one.
A Tunbridge Wells Grammar School
pupil
A scholar of fine pedigree;
She breezed through her O and A levels
And then onto Oxford Uni.
Our Bonnie, she came down from Oxford,
A clever old stickler is she
For grammar & policy writing:
Her beleaguered colleagues agree.
At home she looked into the gas tank
The contents she wanted to see,
Simon lit a match to assist her...
oh bring back my Bonny to me!
She sings songs from the 80s and 90s ,
She loves, rock, she loves dance, she
loves rap,
If you now ask her ever so kindly,
She’ll give you Maria von Trapp….
Bonnie’s our favourite teacher,
When all is wrapped up, said and
done,
She’s our Southgate, our Kane, she is
Sterling,
She is Pickford, our top No. 1.

FAREWELL…
Nancy Clayson joined our cleaning and lunchtime supervision
teams in 2015 and has been a brilliant and caring member of
staff. She and her family have moved to Goudhurst and so we
wish her all the very best.
Beverley Rawlins joined the staff in 2015 when she took over
the running of our after-school SG Extra programme. She has
put time and effort into organising an inspirational daily programme and her efforts are treasured by the regular
attendees. She retired at the end of the summer term.
Finally, Rita Heather has proved to be a very popular and caring TA in Preps 5 and 6 and has also taught ICT since
joining the school in September 2017. Rita is expecting her first baby in September and so we wish her all the very
best as she prepares for the great moment.

WHAT’S GOING ON THIS SUMMER?
Whilst the school is on holiday, there is no pause in the work
that goes on behind the scenes at Spring Grove. Amongst the
projects being undertaken are the following:








A new boiler is being installed in the main school
A new drainage system is being constructed
A flood prevention drain is being installed in the main car
park
Resurfacing of the main car park
New fencing will be installed around the pond
New entry and exit gates are being installed with an improved security system
The staff room is being refurbished

Later in the year we shall also be relocating the main school office downstairs.

CINDERELLA PANTO TICKETS
at the Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury
Tickets are available to purchase for Spring Grove School parents through
Mr Ken Lutz (secretary@sgpta.co.uk), on behalf of the SG PTA, for this
year’s panto at the Marlowe Theatre (Performance on Tuesday 18th December 2018, 2.30pm, Row J) priced at £20.25 each.

FISH AND TANK AVAILABLE
A collection of warm fresh water fish and their tank are looking for a new
home. If you would be interested in housing them please contact Janette on
p.makin@gmail.com.

PTA NEWS
THANK YOU FOR A GREAT YEAR
Thank you, as ever, for your continued help and support. See you all in September.
Suzie Boyd (PTA Chair)

ASSEMBLY COFFEE ROTA
Many thanks to our PTA reps and volunteers for manning the tea & coffee station on the following assembly dates.
Please check the rota below for your date:
7th September -

SG PTA Reps

NEXT PTA MEETING
The next SGPTA Meeting will take place on:

JOIN THE PTA IN 2018
The PTA is a great way to get involved with the school and
to meet new people. We’re a friendly bunch and are always looking for an opportunity to involve coffee and cake
in our meetings!
The PTA is open to all parents and we would love to see
some new recruits to help with our fundraising efforts and
events. So if you would like to get involved, please speak to
your class rep or the new PTA Chair, Suzie Boyd
(chair@sgpta.co.uk ) for more information.

Thursday 13th September 2018
at 8.45am (SG50 Library)
All are welcome to attend.

2ND HAND UNIFORM
Could we please request any Second Hand Uniform to be
given to the SGPTA for their upcoming Second Hand Uniform Sale during September 2018.
For further information please contact chair@sgpta.co.uk

WELCOME BBQ & SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE

Friday 7th September 2018
from 3.30pm
All are welcome to attend.

ADVERTISE IN THE MESSENGER
If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger,
please see Jude Meikle (Prep 2 class rep) or email
comms@sgpta.co.uk or judemeikle@gmail.comfor costs
and terms & conditions.

CONGRATULATIONS

COLOURS

HALF

ATHLETICS

Sebastian Fairchild
Bea Wagstaff
Emmy Mitford-Slade
Abigail Weir
Robin Cobb
Joseph Evans
Sebastian Fairchild
Sacha Francois
Henry Smith
Pedro Taffarello
Luca Toma
Ba Wagstaff
Emiyl Borg
Josh Desmet
Jess Exell
Elvie Kingham
Anna Makin
Emmy Mitford-Slade
Alice Rimmer
Barney Smith
Abigail Weir
Joseph Evans
Sacha Francois
Pedro Taffarello
Luca Toma
Sacha Francois
Darcey Colthorpe
Celina Diaz Razul
Elvie Kingham
Anna Makin
Mia Barnett
Isla Pickard

Headmaster’s Stars
Austen:
Bea W, Amelia S, Jess E, Oscar P, Isabelle D,
Sophia B, Zachary M, Emilia N, Andrew D

CRICKET

Chaucer: Pedro T, Hasini K, Seb F, Mylie W, Emma S, Sophie B-S, Rafael B, Isabelle P-K
Conrad:
Isla , Joseph E, Robin C, Christian O, Eleanor J,
Annabelle D, Henry B
Dickens:
Luca T, Sacha F, Emily B, William D, Reuben D

Citizenship Awards
Bronze - Liberty W, Isobel J, Zara P, Oliver T
Silver - Oscar P, Cameron C
Challenge Awards
Bronze - Sacha F
Silver - Anna M, Sacha F
Gold - Mia B, Isla P, Pedro T
Supreme - Violet H, Hasini K, Henry S
Scribe Certificates
Sara S, Alexander S, Arun J, George B
Race for Life (10k)
Isabelle & Evie D, Rufus and Hector H
Ballet
Lola S - Grade 2 Ballet with Merit
Dance
Congratulations to Lola S, Millie D and Sophie B-S for a great
performance in The Little Match Girl at the Marlow Theatre.
Cricket
Emmy M-S & Anna M played in the final of cricket the U11
Kent Kwik Cricket tournament for St Lawrence and played
brilliantly against St Lawrence with some outstanding catches, beating Bexley.
Sailing Awards
Stage 1: Finn C, Dexter W, Abigail W, Isabelle D, Wilfie E, James D,
Darcey C, Jess E, William R, Mia B, Tom M, Sam M
Stage 2: Celina D-R, Joseph E, Jack E, Hetty M, Alexander S, Sebastrian F, Faith B
Stage 3: Millie D, Noah R-C, Isabella L, Poppy C-S, Edward C-S, Evie
D, Lola S, Angel N

Drama

Service

MUSIC
ROUNDERS

Isla Pickard
Bea Wagstaff
Emily Borg
Alice Rimmer

FULL

Emmy Mitford-Slade

Mia Barnett
Robin Cobb
Amelia Street
Bea Wagstaff
Isla Pickard

Bea Wagstaff

FUTURE TERM DATES
Autumn Term 2018
Begins:
Wednesday 5th September
Half Term: Thursday 18th Oct to
Friday 26th Oct
Ends:
Friday 14th December
Spring Term 2019
Begins:
Tuesday 8th January
Half Term: Monday 18th Feb to
Friday 22nd Feb
Ends:
Wednesday 3rd April

Swimming
Andrew D & Emilia N - Learn to Swim 3
Mathletics
Harry N - Bronze and Gold Certificates
Tennis
Emily B - Finalist of the U11 Charing Tennis Tournament
Thomas B - Winner of the U9 Charing Tennis Tournament

BABY SITTER — POPPY DUNN
Current Spring Grove School gap student, Poppy Dunn, is
available for babysitting in evenings and over weekends.
For further information please call or text Poppy on 07575
698182.

