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FOREST SCHOOL
The goal for Year 1 was for the children to learn more about their surroundings — to look at the forest not as a
green blanket but a diverse environment, and to name ten different plants. Armed with leaf identifiers they
found four types of trees. Stinging nettle was already well known and we also found ivy, primrose, lords and ladies, dog mercury, cow parsley, foxglove and brambles. Alas, during story time the heavens opened and we
raced to the fire circle for a warm cinnamon roll desert. Prep 4 enjoyed exploring further afield around the site
as they learned to follow tracking signs. They also sawed, drilled and split wood to create the first few suites of
SG’s new Bug Hotel - due to open its doors to guests by the end of the month...

SPRING GROVE SUMMER BALL
We are offering tables of 8 or 10 but please don't
worry if you can't fill a whole table, as we will
happily accommodate everyone.

Deadline for the payment of
tables is Friday 17th May
The evening promises to be great fun and with
your support the funds raised will, this year, stay
entirely at school to enhance the learning and fun
for our children.
The 'circus' theme is being rolled out across the
school curriculum next term providing entertainment and fun for the remainder of the academic
year!
It’s black tie!
If you have any questions, please do contact your
Ball Committee: Louise, Carine, Vicky, Suzie, and
Jeanette.
Tickets are available from the School Office

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK
Display of the Week this week is Reception’s Minibeasts display, with home-made bunting.

MOONWALK
Good luck to Mrs Newman who is taking part in
the Moonwalk in London this weekend to raise
money for Walk the Walk—uniting against breast
cancer. If you would like to sponsor Mrs Newman
please click on the link below:
http://wtwalk.org/moonwalklondon2019/sarah161
Happy walking Mrs Newman!!

CHAUCER CAKE SALE
It was Chaucer’s turn for the bake sale today. They
raised a grand total of £160.29
Well done!

ASSESSMENTS—INFORMATION FROM MR REED
With English and Maths assessments for Year 2 to Prep 6 due to take place over the next two weeks, I
felt it would be useful to give you a little more insight into how assessment works at SG and how you
can support your child.
What are the tests my child will be completing?
The assessment test we will be using over the coming weeks are called GL Progress tests. As these are
completed annually we are able to monitor the progress of your children in English, Maths and Science.
Your child’s results will be displayed as standardised scores which take into consideration their age in
years and months, and chart their score against ‘national averages’ with a score of 100 considered to
be the expected score for children of their age. A score above 100 would indicate they are performing
above age related expectations, and a score below indicates there may be some gaps in their understanding that require attention.
On which days will my child be completing the assessments?
We have given teachers two weeks to complete the assessments to allow them to identify the best
possible times for their individual classes.
How long do the test take?
The tests are completed on the Chromebooks and children work through each section in their own
time. Some tests have time limits which are clearly displayed at the top of the screen. An important
point that parents could further reiterate at home would be for the children to avoid clicking through
pages quickly without checking their answers thoroughly. This will be made clear to them by their class
teachers, but reinforcement is always a good thing!
Is this the one chance my child gets to show what they can do?
No, not at all. All teachers complete regular class-based assessments so already have a detailed understanding of areas of strengths and weaknesses for each individual. These assessments are particularly
useful for teachers to assess truly independent capabilities as well as ensure reliability of their own
classroom (formative) assessment.
When will I find out the results?
The children’s results will appear on your child’s end of year report. If your child’s teacher feels their
results are uncharacteristic of their ability they will contact you to discuss next steps.
I want to find out more about assessment at SG.
That’s brilliant! I will be giving a very short presentation at the beginning of the ‘Meet the Teachers’
evening on Tuesday 25 June (6.30pm) in which I will be able to demonstrate some of our other assessment methods and how these are used to improve the lessons we teach at Spring Grove.
If you have any questions regarding assessments please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class
teacher or me.
Mr Reed, Deputy Head Academic

SKIING REPORT
Ski Sunday came to Spring Grove in our Friday assembly
with a thrilling newsreel from Mr Smith. Huge thanks to
Mrs Read for organising the trip and to all the parent helpers who travelled to Austria. Top speed recorded during
the week was over 60 kph!

YEAR 2 ASSEMBLY
Year 2 told us all about the Three Rs - Reduce, Reuse and Recycle in their Assembly.

MATHS COMPETITION
On Tuesday, four of Year 5 mathematicians went to Ashford School to compete in a maths competition. We left school at 3.00pm and we arrived at
Ashford before any of the other schools. We had a quick pre-competition
snack which consisted of brownies for Issah, William and me, and crisps and
a biscuit for Eleanor M. Once the other schools arrived, the competition
quickly got started. William was our runner and he had to run anti-clockwise
around the tables to get to our marker. We whizzed through the first four
questions and got them all right but they got harder as we went along. One
of the hard questions that we wrong was something like this:
There were two goats, two cats, one dog and some chickens.
There were 100 legs in total. How many chickens were there?
Unfortunately that was one of the questions that we got wrong but we might have got it right if someone not
mentioning anybody’s name, Issah, thought that a chicken had four legs!
We managed to get the 11th question before the time ran out and the results of our hard work was: we came
joint 4th but 9th overall out of about 24. We quickly made our way back to school, where we were greeted by
our parents. We were all very proud to be picked for the competition and are happy with our overall result.
Well done Spring Grove! Reporter—Eleanor J

GALLERY OF THE WEEK
This week we have a whole gallery of artists to celebrate—Thomas M for his excellent weaving, Isabella L for
her beautiful painting, and Jensen B for his fantastic animal portraits.

CIRCUS DISPLAYS
Prep 6 have been busy creating centrepieces for the tables at the Summer Ball.

Sport
U9 Cricket v St Faith’s—the match that never was!!
Match Reporter—James D
Yesterday, we were preparing for our cricket match
against St Faith’s. We were ready for the match and we
knew we had a good chance of winning! It turns out we
were right, we won! Well only by forfeit. The match was
cancelled by them so we decided they lost so we win!
Men of the Match were … ready … EVERYONE for holding back the frustration of turning back, especially Finn
who almost cried as he got no match tea. Well done SG.

Office Space Available


Flexible serviced office space in Wye village.



2 first floor offices to rent on flexible terms, either
daily/monthly basis



Cost £200 per month per office/£25 per day/£10
per hour
Please contact Malcolm Vint for more details on
01233 812606

PTA NEWS
ADVERTISE IN THE MESSENGER

SPRING GROVE SUMMER BALL
BROCHURE ADVERTISING
Advertising in the Summer Ball brochure is
available - rates as follows:

If you would like to place an advert in the Messenger,
please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs and terms &
conditions.

Quarter page - £25
Half Page - £50
Full page - £100
Inside cover - £125

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 17 May—deadline for Summer Ball tickets payment

PTA GENERAL MEETING
The SG PTA met on 2 May. Please > click here to view
the full minutes of this meeting.
This year’s committee and class reps are:
Committee:
Chair - Mrs Boyd (chair@sgpta.co.uk)
Secretary - Mr Lutz (secretary@sgpta.co.uk)
Treasurer - Mrs Jones (treasurer@sgpta.co.uk)
2nd Hand Uniform - Mrs Rimmer
Summer Ball - Mrs Rimmer, Mrs Courtenay-Snipp,
Mrs Borg, Mrs Reilly, Mrs Makin

Please contact Mrs Read in the School Office

Class Reps:
Teddies - Mrs Miller-Jones
Nursery - Mrs Miller-Jones
Reception - Mrs Savory & Mrs Garland
Year 1 - Mrs Miller-Jones
Year 2 - Mrs Battershill and Mrs Newman
Prep 3 - Mrs Savory and Mrs Clarke
Prep 4 - Mrs Borg
Prep 5 - Mrs Doswell
Prep 6 - Dr Taylor & Ms Herrmannsen Smith

TEDDIES
Fraser thoroughly
enjoyed his chocolate cake from the
cake sale!

The children have
been counting and
ordering numbers
whilst making craft icecreams.

DIARY
Monday 13th May – Friday 17th May
Monday
13th

Key Stage 2 Exam Week
Beach School - Prep 3

Tuesday
14th

Guardians of the Deep - Year 2 (10.00-12.00)
Forest School (Prep 6)

Wednesday Café de l‘Ecole
15th
U11 Girls’ A,B,C&D Cricket v St Faith’s (H)
U9 Cricket v Dover College (A)
Thursday
16th

U9 Girls’ A&B Cricket v Lorenden (H)
U9 Cricket v Ashford (H)
Senior Informal Concert (Years –6) (4.45)

Friday
17th

Reception Assembly
Conrad House Bake Sale
Class Photographs
Forest School (Year 1)
Year 5 & 6 to see ‘A Comedy of Errors’ at
Chilham Castle

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…
Edward B, Isabella P-K Clemency A and
Madame Gaudel

CONGRATULATIONS
Headmaster’s Stars
Austen: Harry N, Darcey C
Chaucer: Isabella W, Pia N, Lily-Mai H, Issah K G
Conrad: Daniel B, Thomas M, Samuel M, Pollyanna D,
Eleanor J, Emmy M-S
Dickens: May C, Georgina L, Angel N
Citizenship Awards
Thomas & Samuel Makin - Silver
Rugby
Rafael B - CRFC Coaches’ Player of the Season
Alfie A - Players’ Player of the Year
Barney S & Josh D — U11 Tournament at CRFC
Football
Ferdie C - Man of the Match for Mersham FC. He is
known as ‘The Wall’ for his great defending.
Hector H & William D - U10 Shield for Mersham FC.
Kumon English & Mathematics Programmes
Bavishna P - achieved Kumon Advanced Student Honour Roll status
Spartan Challenge
Rufus H & Rory B - Spartan Race - 1.5 miles with Obstacles

Lost Property
Rory B
Mehetabel M
William R
Felipe T
Zach M

-

Roan E
Alice Potter

-

School Coat
Navy Fleece and Sea Conch
Wellies
Blazer
Navy blue Rukka waterproof
trousers (named on inside tab)
Named Games top
PE Top

Jelly the Giraffe
Congratulations to
Conrad House for winning Jelly.

Old Springrovian, Alex S (18) is available for babysitting.
She lives in Challock and has her own car - 07725657724

1. Conrad (517)
2. Dickens (486
3. Chaucer (466)
4. Austen (408)

Headmaster’s Art
Scholars of the Week

Headmaster’s Hero
of the Week

Thomas M, Jenson B and Isabella L for
excellent artwork

Sophie O’G for completing the 5 churches walk
in 6 hours and 30 minutes.

Well done!

Well done!

