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HARVEST ASSEMBLY
Year 2 presented a lovely Harvest Assembly on the theme of ‘You reap what you sow’. They told the story of the childless
King, looking for a successor. The test for those hoping to wear the crown is to grow a plant from seeds he hands out to
them. Everyone apart from the humble stable girl returns with impressive blooms—but she is unable to make her seed
grow and comes back with an empty pot. Imagine the surprise when she is crowned Queen! The King had given everyone
old seeds that were not able to grow—and the stable girl was the only truthful person amongst them. Well done to Year 2
and thank you to veeryone who contributed to our wonderful Harvest spread.

TOILET-TWINNING
As the Forest School composting
toilet nears completion, Spring
Grove is pleased to announce that
our new facilities have been
twinned with a toilet in Malawi, Africa through http://
www.toilettwinning.org/ It is wonderful to think that our efforts to
improve our site will have a far
reaching impact in the developing
world.

Headmaster’s
Scholars of the Week
Lily-Mai H and Osten F-P
For excellent independent work
Congratulations!

YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE MUSEUM OF KENT LIFE
On Monday, Year 1 went to the Museum of Kent Life to learn what it was like
to be at school in Victorian times. After
a lesson with the very strict teacher
they had great fun in the playground.

VISITS TO THE BRAMBLES
Our regular visits to Brambles Care Home have started once
again, and the Reception class children have been getting to
know their new friends just down the road.
On Friday Prep 3 went to Brambles to take some of our Harvest
produce for the residents.

FIRST PLACE FOR
MISS WESTON
Miss Weston went to race at the
Olympic Park last weekend, running
10km on the bike path at the Lee
Valley VeloPark. She was 1st female
across the line, and placed 5th
overall. Well done Miss Weston!

20 QUESTIONS WITH MRS GRAHAM
1.

Seaside or woodland? Seaside

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Dining out or dinner party at home? Dining out
Rod Stewart or Elton John? Elton John
Dog or cat? Cat
Summer or Winter? Summer
Staycation or vacation? Vacation
Book or Film? Film
Library or Museum? Museum
Singing or dancing? Dancing
Early Bird or Night Owl? Early Bird
Where is the most interesting place you’ve been? Pompeii
What are your initial impressions of Spring Grove? Welcoming
Who is your favourite author? JK Rowling
What job would you
be terrible at? Sewing
What are you absolutely determined to
do? Visit the Far East
What fad or trend do
you hope comes back?
The Hokey Cokey
What city would you
most like to live in?
Rome
When was the last
time you climbed a
tree? 40 years ago
What fictional place
would you most like to
visit? Hogwarts
What’s the best single
day on the calendar?
Christmas Eve

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

ECO COUNCIL
This week, SG's new Eco-Council had its
first meeting to begin the quest to gain
Eco Schools status. Over the next few
weeks, the Council will be conducting an
Environmental Review of the School and
its grounds. The review is designed to
enable students to see how well Spring
Grove is performing across all ten EcoSchools topics,
before deciding
which topics we
would like to
work on for our
international
Green Flag Award
work. Results will
be posted on the
new Eco Schools
Board in Reception in due
course.

INFORMAL CONCERT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLAY …?

FRIDAY 11 OCTOBER AT 3.45PM

Following our music
assembly introducing
Woodwind instruments presented by
our specialists Mrs Stina Wilson (Flute) and
Mr Peter Cook
(Clarinet and Saxophone), we invite the
children who are interested to contact the School
Office and Mrs Jones to arange a free trial session.
Instruments are available to hire for the first term
of lessons.

IN THE MUSIC ROOM
Please note the change of day from the published calendar

YEAR 2 TRIP TO CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL
Year 2 went to Canterbury Cathedral this week where they had a
great time exploring the cathedral and re-enacting the story of
Thomas a Becket.

ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Artist of the Week this week is Leo B-M for his Autumn finger
-print tree.

COMMUNICATION AND READING IN EARLY YEARS
Communication is the most fundamental life skill for children. Children begin to communicate as soon as they
are born and this develops at a rapid rate so that by the age of 18 months children will be able to say up to 20
words, by the age of 2, 50 words and by the age of 3 they are using up to 300 words and putting 4 or 5 words
together to make short sentences.
Top Tips to improving communication:
 Set aside time for talking and listening each day - family meal times can be a great time to do this.
 Build on what your child is telling you.
 Let your child finish what they are saying before responding.
 Gain eye contact.
 Technology is all around us but try limiting the amount of time your child sits in front of a screen - the
World Health Organisation recommends no screen time for under 1s, no more than 1 hour for 2-4 year
olds.
 Watch TV with your child so that you can discuss what is on the screen and have a conversation - TV is a
passive activity for your child and although they may be listening to language they are not developing conversational skills.
 Sing - singing encourages a child to express their emotions and sharpens their ability to communicate
while exercising lip and tongue movements. But one of the biggest benefits of singing is the repeated use
of the ‘memory muscle’. Children often learn numbers and letters by singing rather than just saying.
In the Teddies class we concentrate on developing communication
skills - modelling correct sounds and language, developing turn taking not just in games but also when talking, taking time to listen
and talk and promoting independence, allowing the child to ‘have a
go’ both in their language and in their personal skills.
As children move into the Giraffes Class we begin to follow a
scheme called Letters & Sounds starting with developing the child’s
ability to listen and remember sounds, tune into sounds and talk
about sounds.
In the Reception Class we begin to teach Phonics in a slightly more
formal way using a mix of Letters & Sounds and the Monster Phonics Learning Programme. Children move from saying the individual
sounds to recognising the written letter, blending and segmenting
simple words and learning what we call tricky words such as the,
was, he, she. Pronunciation of Sounds - parents may find this link useful as it demonstrates how each sound
should be produced. As children progress through the Reception year they continue to practise blending and
segmenting and apply their knowledge to reading and spelling. We use several reading schemes in Reception
which complement each other and allow children to develop their reading across a broad range of books.

How can you help your Reception child?
 Read with your child, sharing and discussing stories
 Practise sounds regularly making the sounds into words, blending and segmenting
 Read poems, talk about any rhyme, alliteration or the sounds in the poem
 Above all make reading fun and enjoyable
Mrs Clarke, Head of Early Years

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK
Our Display of the Week is Senior Art Club’s amazing 3-D exploding blobs!

DOGS TRUST
This week every class from Year 1 to Prep 6 had a workshop with Jo Cullum-Fernandez from the Dogs Trust
@dogstrusteducationteam. The aim of these workshops is to encourage young people to learn about caring for
dogs, being a responsible dog owner and how to stay safe around dogs.
Jo says: 'Dogs Trust believe that by
educating young people about the
commitment involved in owning a
dog and about staying safe around
dogs, we can help them to become
more responsible members of their
local community. Our experiences
show that teaching compassion,
care and respect towards animals
can also enrich children’s lives in
many other ways.'
We've already seen that the children are much more aware around
Acker, our School Dog. Thank you
Jo!

SPORT THIS WEEK
U9A Girls’ Hockey v Ashford
Match report by Lily E and Charlotte E

The captain was Lily, she did the toss and Ashford won. The first
quarter got off to a great start and early on we were all finding
lots of good opportunities for a goal, but sadly missed them.
Then we managed to score a lucky goal! We had an encouraging
team talk from Mrs Brogan-Jones. And it worked, for we all
played better which was great. We started the second quarter a
bit old and rusty but were still trying really hard to score
again. We were very determined to do it!!!! We had a very refreshing drink and a quick break. In the third quarter we were all
starting to get a bit tired and Ashford scored a goal :( :( In the
final quarter we came back strong and sneakily scored another
goal leaving the final score at 2-1 to SG. Thank you very much to Mrs Brogan-Jones for coaching us and Miss
Spicer for driving us there and of course for the very yummy match tea.
Players of the match were Lily and Clemmie.
U9B Girls’ Hockey v Ashford
Match report by Isabella P-K

On Thursday 3 October, Year 3 and 4 girls played Ashford girls at Ball Lane. Despite a fantatsic goal from May
in the 1st half and a much improved performance from the
team, Ashford were the stronger side and managed to score 4
goals without reply. We fought hard to stay in the game, with
strong defensive play from Liberty, but were unable to score
again despite having much of the ball. The match finished 4-1 to
Ashford. Players of the match were May and Isabella S. Well
done SG—better luck next time!
U11 SG Football Tournament
Match report by Alfie A

We made a cracking start to our own tournament and our 4-0
win over JKS suggested we might do really well. Although we
continued to win our group games against St Edmund’s and our
own Spring Grove B team (for whom both Oliver B and Hector H [played well), we grew more tired by the time
we met and lost to Dover College in the quarter-final. The final was eventually won by Ashford who beat King’s
Rochester . Thank you to Mr Smith, the referees and Mrs Graham for the lovely match tea.
U9 SG Football Tournament
Match report by Pranav B

Our first match was against Junior King’s. We started well and
nearly scored a goal. We tried our best but we couldn’t score a
goal and at the end of the match the score was 0-0. Our second
match was against Wellesley House. We started well by passing
to each other, but they scored a goal. At half time Mr Smith
gave us some encouraging tips and then we scored a goal and
another one. The final score was 2-2-. Our third match was
against our B team. We started well with 2 goals. The final score
was 6-0 to the A team. Our last match was against Lorenden,
and the final score was 1-0 to us. Luckily we got into the semifinals, and it was against Ashford. We started tackling them,
then there was a penalty to Ashford. The final score was 3-0. We ended up in 3rd place. Man ouf the tournament was Ferdie. Better luck next time SG.

PTA NEWS

OPEN MORNING

The SG PTA met on 20 September. Please > click here
to view the full minutes of this meeting.

Thank you to everyone who contributed cakes for Open
Morning—what a magnificent spread! Thanks also to
the parents who came and helped on the morning.

This year’s committee and class reps are:
Committee:
Chair - Suzie B (chair@sgpta.co.uk)
Secretary - Vicky D (with support of Shipra A)
Treasurer - Natalie N (with support of Vicky J)
(treasurer@sgpta.co.uk)
2nd Hand Uniform - Carine B
Class Reps:
Teddies - Alex C
Nursery - Kerry D
Reception - Emma P
Year 1 - Rachele D-S & Melanie S
Year 2 - Sophia M-J
Prep 3 - Holly A & Nathalie B
Prep 4 - Alex C & Melanie S
Prep 5 - Carine B & Janette M
Prep 6 - Louise C-S
Dates for the next meetings are:
Tuesday 8th October 8.45am (SG Library)
Tuesday 12th November 8.45am (SG Library)

www.romneymarshwools.co.uk
01233 721800

PANTO TICKETS SOLD OUT!!
All of the 80 tickets secured by Ken Lutz have now sold out.
Please pay for your tickets as soon as possible

Either email keninlondon@gmail.com or drop a cheque
(payable to Ken Lutz) into the school office
Thank you!

DIARY
Monday 7 October - Friday 11 October
Monday 7 Oct Reception to the Julie Rose Stadium
Prep 5 Parents’ Evening: Kent Test – 7pm

Tuesday 8 Oct SG PTA General Meeting – 8.45am (SG50 Library)
IAPS District Meeting at Spring Grove – 4pm

Wednesday 9 U11 A,B & C Girls’ Hockey v Kent College (BL)
U11 APS Boys’ Football Tournament (A)
Oct
Thursday 10
Oct

U9 A&B Girls’ Hockey v Lorenden (BL)
U11 Cross Country at Schools at Somerhill,
Tonbridge
U9 APS Boys’ Football Tournament (A)

Friday 11 Oct Year 1N Assembly
Informal Concert – 3.45pm Music Room

CONGRATULATIONS
Austen: Annabelle W, Zara P, James D, Emilia N,
Toby D
Chaucer: Dennis B, Rafael B, Shaysha A, Frank W
Conrad: Hector H, Eleanor J, Thomas M, Sam M, Isobel J, Henry B
Dickens: Svamin S, Dexter W, Thomas B, Ferdie C,
Emily P
Silver Citizenship: Charlie Y
Congratulations to everyone in Year 6 who was presented with their Bikeability Certificates at Friday
assembly




Benny P-S—Canterbury Rugby Club award
Sebastian S—10m swimming certificate
Willow A—Stagecoach Buddy the Bear Performer
of the Week

Jelly the Giraffe
Winners:
CHAUCER 569
2. Dickens 541
3. Conrad 526
4. Austen 458

Message from Year 1
If anyone has any spare school trousers or tracksuit
bottoms we would welcome a few extra pairs in Year 1 –
thank you!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Leo Bond
Isabella Wilson
Thomas Borg
Mrs Williamson
Mrs Desmet

