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PREP 6 REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLY
Prep 6 gave a very moving Remembrance assembly this morning on the
theme of moving towards world unity and peace. Our musicians excelled—Eleanor J played ‘Abide with Me’ and Alfie A played the Last Post.
The whole of Prep 6 recited ‘In Flanders Fields’, and told us why it is important to wear a poppy. Thank you Prep 6, it was a beautiful and thought
-provoking tribute.
“There is only one world. People might look different, sound different or believe in
different stuff to you, but deep down we’re all the same. Welcome everybody and help
those who are less fortunate than you. It sounds simple, but lots of adults get it
wrong - we’re the ones who can make things right. “

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead.
Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved,
and now we lie, In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch;
be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep,
though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

NEWS FROM TEDDIES AND GIRAFFES
Giraffes recently celebrated Diwali and Hallowe’en. We learnt
about the Festival of Light, tried some Indian Food and Miss
Rall painted Mehndi patterns on our hands.
Meanwhile this week Teddies have been learning about fireworks. They have been making firework paintings and did
some marbling to create a bonfire effect. They even made a
breadstick sparkler which they were all very excited to eat.

ARTIST OF THE WEEK
Our Artist of the Week this week is Una C in Reception for her Remembrance poppy.

Headmaster’s
Scholar of the Week
Sebastian G
for his paintings ‘Me and My Cuddly Creatures’

Congratulations!

HOUSE & INTER-SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY
It was our annual Inter-Schools and House Cross-country this week, and over 300 runners took part in races for
Years 3 to 6. They came from 9 schools: Ashford Prep, Chartham Primary, Chilham Primary, Gad’s Hill Prep,
Lorenden School, Pluckley Primary, St Edmund’s School and Wellesley House ... And of course Spring Grove! A
particular welcome and mention should be made to Pluckley and Gad’s Hill who both took part for the first time.
We’ve had some fantastic feedback since Wednesday about how well organised and friendly the event was—so
thank you to all the schools for coming. A BIG thank you to everyone who was involved—all the staff who helped
to set the course up, and to marshal, the kitchen staff for the hospitality, and Mrs Langford would like to say an
extra special thank you to the parents who volunteered on the day and helped to make the event run smoothly.
Spring Grove had some notable successes and podium finishes, but this event is about taking part—every single
SG runner counts towards the House cross-country cup. The results are below, and the overall winner was... Conrad!
Conrad
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PREP 5&6 TRIP TO CHATHAM HISTORIC
DOCKYARD
Prep 5 and 6 went to Chatham Historic Dockyard recently—here
are four reports about the day.
On Monday 28th October Years 5 and 6 set off to Chatham
Dockyard. We were excited to discover the historical facts
that it holds. The Cavalier is a bright blue ship which is a
‘Destroyer’ class ship. She served in World War II and she has
sailed 750,000 miles! We had fun exploring ‘the mess deck’ and
we went into the officers dining room/resting room. What we
found weird was the captain was not allowed in there, only by invitation by an officer. That’s because they
needed time by themselves without the captain bothering them. Like if Mr. Smith were to follow you around
everywhere! We had lots of fun there.
Georgie L
When we got to the ropery, the tour guide told us how they had been making rope since 1618. They explained to us how much effort you had to put in
to make the rope for the ships. They started with fibre from many different plants such as willow, maple, straw and even bananas! The workers had
to walk up and down 250 metres 18 times! Just to make the fibre into
strands.
For more than a century they had to make the rope by hand but when the
industrial revolution came around in 1760 they had machines to help them.
The women had to feed the fibre into a machine but there were razor sharp
parts in the machines so the only women that could do this dangerous job
were unmarried women because they thought it was a wife's job to feed and
care for their husband! However the others had to line the rope up in a machine and spin it round and round until the rope had twisted together. We
all had a chance to help make rope as well by putting strands
of fibre aligned to each other in the machine and twisting
them together with a handle and straightening the rope out.
Roan E

PREP 5&6 TRIP TO CHATHAM HISTORIC DOCKYARD
On 28th October Prep 5 and 6 went to the Chatham Dockyards. One of the activities we did was making a
rocket! First we started with the building of the rocket. For the body, we wrapped a piece of paper around
a plastic tube and we sellotaped it securely. We attached some paper feet to the base and added a nose
cap. I put in the wing and the rocket was ready. Finally I placed the rocket on the machine, pumped it with
air, pressed the green button, red button and whoosh, it was gone!
Charlie Y

The first thing we were showed was a submarine called ‘Ocelot’. We were showed by Tracy and Jim. We
climbed down 2 ladders one was short and the other was really long. We had a ‘people jam’! We travelled
down into the submarine and saw lots of pipes and one very long tunnel. We had been warned about the submarine’s hatches but Eleanor J still managed to climb through in one of the most ungraceful ways I have
ever seen. Madame Leavey was no better!
Ocelot was used as a European spy to find out what the Russians were doing. We were shown were the crew
slept and told that 69 men could be in the submarine for up to 3 months with no baths or showers and
there was only 3 loos!
Apparently the last captain was 6 foot 4 and
they had to cut a hole in
the wall for him to be
able to fit in one of the
beds. Sir/Mr Smith is 6
foot 2 imagine how
cramped the captain
would have been in a bed
that could just fit Angel
in. He must have had a
bad back!
Eleanor M

FIREWORKS!!!
What a fantastic fireworks display on Monday night! Many
thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make it happen,
both before the event and on the night—staff, parents, PTA and
AJ Pyrotechnics. There’s been lots of lovely firework art created
in school this week—here are some examples from Teddies, Giraffes and Year 2.

SPORTS REPORTS
U9 Football v St Faith’s
Match report—Sophie O’G
On Thursday 7 November we went to Ash, where
we played against St Faith’s. The weather was sunny and cold. Spring Grove played well and had lots
of chances. Unfortunately though St Faith’s keeper played well and we could not score. The result
was 3-0. Thank you to Mrs Langford and Mrs Brogan-Jones.
Match report— May C
On Thursday 7 November U9 girls played football
against St Faith’s. In the first half Emilia defended
very well. But both teams didn’t score. In the second half Lily scored a hatrick. Then St Fath’s got a
goal but Liberty got one straight after. The final
score was 4-1 to SG. Players of the match were me
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PTA NEWS
The SG PTA met on 8 October. Please > click here to
view the full minutes of this meeting.
This year’s committee and class reps are:
Committee:
Chair - Suzie B (chair@sgpta.co.uk)
Secretary - Vicky D (with support of Shipra A)
Treasurer - Natalie N (treasurer@sgpta.co.uk)
2nd Hand Uniform - Carine B
Class Reps:
Teddies - Alex C
Nursery - Kerry D
Reception - Emma P
Year 1 - Rachele D-S & Melanie S
Year 2 - Sophia M-J
Prep 3 - Holly A & Nathalie B
Prep 4 - Alex C & Melanie S
Prep 5 - Carine B & Janette M
Prep 6 - Louise C-S
Date for the next meeting is:
Tuesday 12th November 8.45am (SG Library)
If you would like to place an advert in Autumn 2019
Messenger, please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs
and terms & conditions.

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
SG PTA SUMMER BALL
Saturday 13th June 2020
6.30pm, Carriages 1am
Canapés and reception drinks
Bar. Auction.
Tickets £70 per person
Featuring THE ULTIMATE PARtY BAND

DIARY
Sunday 10 - Friday 15 November
Sunday 10
Nov

10am: Morning Service at Wye Church featuring pupils from Spring Grove and including The Last Post at 11am.

Monday 11
Nov

11am: Act of Remembrance
Parents’ Evening – 5-8pm: 6L (L-S); 5R (BG), 4D (J-W)

Tuesday 12
Nov

SG PTA General Meeting – 8.45am (SG50
Library)

Wednesday
13 Nov

U11 A&B Girls’ Football v St Faith’s (A)

Thursday 14 U9 A&B Girls’ Hockey v Junior King’s (A)
Nov

CONGRATULATIONS
Austen: Emilia N, Liberty W, Annabelle W, Olivia W
Chaucer: Tamsin L, Sophie O’G, Chester L, Faith B, Dennis B,
Lily W, Elliot C
Conrad: Eleanor J, Willa L, Edward C-S, Hector H
Dickens: Clemency A, Rory B, William D
Cross-country
Full colours: Daniel B
Half colours: William L, Sophia B, Dexter W and Toby D
Langford Cups: Year 5 (Daniel B, Alfie A & Dexter W) and Year
6 (Oliver Boulden, William L & Svamin S) teams
Scribe Certificates: Emilia N, Charlotte E, Shaysha A, Isabella
PK, Pranav B, Belle D, Dexter W

Friday 15 Nov Prep 5R Assembly
Reception to Brambles Care Home

Jelly the Giraffe
Winners:
CONRAD 547
2. Dickens 539
3. Chaucer 537
4. Austen 524

Out of school awards:
East Kent Rugby Festival - Richard H , Finn C, Felipe T, James
and Andrew D, Chester L, William D, Finn C, Hector H, Lucas K,
Dexter W, Harry O-R, Sanjay P, Wilfie E

Emilia N – 800 Metres & 1000 Metres
swimming

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Harry PS
Elliot C
Charlie Y
Miss Dickson

FOUND at the Cross-country on Wednesday
A pair of blue child’s glasses—found in the SG pen area and
handed in after cross country. They are in the School Office if
anyone wishes to reclaim them

