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BACK THROUTH THE DECADES

SCHOOLS BUDDY

Prep 5S welcomed the new decade in at Friday assembly with a look back at previous decades from the 1960s
onwards. Music, people, history—it was a whirlwind
tour with some
great cameo roles.

As parents of pupils in Year 1 upwards will be aware,
we rolled out our new cashless payment system,
SchoolsBuddy, for clubs at the start of this term.

Well done to everyone in 5S for
putting on such a
great assembly so
early in the term.

Thank you for your support over the last few weeks the system has been well received and is helping to
make signing up, paying and taking registers for
clubs quicker and easier for all concerned.
Please remember to let the School Office or teacher running the activity know if your child won’t be
attending a club they are signed up for.
We plan soon to be using SchoolsBuddy to communicate about fixtures, book parents evenings and
more. If you need any support in using the system,
please come and see us in the School Office.

TESCO BAGS OF
HELP
Please keep voting for our
Forest School at the following
stores:

Ashford Crooksfoot TN24 0YE. Extra
Ashford Park Farm
TN23 3LU Extra
Mace Lane Ashford Exp TN24 8DN Express
Dymchurch Express
TN29 0NG Express

HOUSE TIMES TABLES
The House Times Tables competition was held on
Thursday morning, with lots of games and mindbending fun for everyone from Year 1 to Prep 6.
The winners were—Chaucer!

PARKING REMINDER
A reminder that the parking next to the Teddies entrance is for Teddies and Giraffes parents only please!

ACKER—DIARY OF A SCHOOL DOG
AGE 6 AND A BIT
Hello everyone - this is my first SG diary entry to keep
you all up to date with my life at school. Since becoming your school dog I have been made to feel very
welcome at Spring Grove. The highlight of my days is,
of course, going to Forest School, but I also have an
important job to do de-stressing everyone in the
School Office. I do this by lying in my bed and being
very calm. So this week I am posting a picture of myself in my very comfy new bed
(my Christmas present!) with my friend,
cow-cow. Bye for now!

NEWS FROM SINGAPORE
We were very excited to get news from Isabella P-K this week—she and Lily
are having a great time in Singapore.
Hello Prep 4
This week I have been to Singapore, I have really enjoyed it. A couple of days
ago we went to see a Merlion shooting water out of its mouth, and we went up
a really tall building where we could see all of Singapore. I saw elephants and
lions on a night safari and I went to an aquarium and saw sharks.
I got really wet in a monsoon. Also I have seen everyone wearing I love SG tshirts and even an SG bus.
I miss you prep 4. Lots of love Isabella

HELLO MR KNOWLES!
It’s been lovely to welcome Mr Knowles back to Spring Grove this term. We asked Thomas E and Hector H to interview him:
HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE BACK? A wonderful mixture of
pride in seeing this special school thriving and developing and
the privilege of being part of a dynamic team of staff, happy
and inspiring pupils and supportive, loyal parents.
DID YOU ALWAYS WANT TO BE A TEACHER? After leaving
school I started training to be a Weights and Measures Inspector, but in my spare time was helping to run a Youth
Club, which made me decide my true vocation was working
with children and then I left work to start Teacher Training
College at the tender age of 21, qualified in 1976, and 44
years later…...
WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU WEREN’T A TEACHER? Perhaps a lawyer or a novelist or a film director or in a dream, a
professional sportsman.
IF YOU WON THE LOTTERY WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH THE
MONEY? Ensure that all my children and grandchildren could
have a secure academic and healthy future, volunteer charity
work, school governance, travel and donate some funds to
enhance a school’s sporting facilities.
WHO WAS YOUR HERO GROWING UP? My parents, Neil Armstrong, Pele.
IF YOU COULD CHOOSE ONE SUPERPOWER WHAT WOULD IT BE? To create world harmony and peace for our
children.
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE SUBJECT? English Literature studied against a historical background… eg Dickens novels set in the Victorian context.
IF YOU COULD FLY TO THE MOON WHICH FAMOUS 3 PEOPLE WOULD YOU TAKE WITH YOU? Sir David Attenborough, Stevie Wonder, Tom Hanks

Mr Knowles added: I regularly play tennis and have been playing ‘Walking Football’ for several months now. I
love watching most sports and enjoy cycling and walking my dog and also swimming and going to the gym. I love
all types of music (classical and pop). My wife and I love to travel and have visited many European cities, parts of
America, southern Ireland, the Caribbean, Cuba and Maldives, Sri Lanka, Greece and Cyprus, and wish soon to
visit Australia and New Zealand. In addition we both love going to the theatre, cinema and lots of reading. Naturally, we also love watching our children taking part in sporting activities and their travel experiences as well as
being loving and active grandparents.
I came into teaching as a ‘mature student,’ qualifying at the tender age of 24 and now some 44 years later having
progressed rapidly as a teacher, Deputy Head and Head, it’s a privilege to be a part of the SG Community once
again, as now a small cog in a large and dynamic team!

SAMPHIRE HOE
Thank you to Charlotte E for this lovely report about Prep 4’s trip to Samphire Hoe on
Monday.
On Monday the 13th of January, Prep 4D went on a school trip to Samphire Hoe
(to do with Stone Age). When we arrived at Samphire Hoe we met our guides,
who were called Rangers Flora and Anne. After we met our guides, we all had a talk about the Stone
Age. I learnt lots of new facts about it.
After that, we all did some Stone Age dancing, it was really cool.
Stone Age singing sounds really weird. It sounds like an opera singing
all together. Then we did some exciting Stone Age arts and crafts.
On the first activity one team made grey, my team made blue coloured paint using charcoal and white chalk. Then on the second activity we had to blow into a tiny hole which was full of paint, you
could either have red paint or blue paint when you blew into the
tube. Paint would come out if you blew hard enough and it would
splat onto the hand you cut out. On the last activity we drew a
Stone Age picture of maybe a shaman or a fish or anything to do
with the Stone Age really.
After everyone finished all the activities, we were all a bit peckish
so we had some lunch, YUM!!! Well we ate lunch, a few of us
played Chinese whispers. We weren't very good at it, we kept
changing the word.
After we had our lunch, we met another person called Paul. With Paul we went on a dangerous death
killing life adventure, oooh sounds exciting. On the adventure we saw heffers, sheep and a ‘woolly mammoth’. On the way of the dangerous death killing life adventure, we stopped to get a stick and a flint,
with the flint we scraped the stick and got all the bark off.Then we carried on with our adventure. Finally we arrived at the beach, we had a look for some interesting things. We walked back to the cave.
When we arrived back at the cave we all sat by the fire and we also watched Paul light a fire using a
shell, a charcoal cloth and King Edward’s cakes.
After the amazing time we had, it was time to head
home. SAD TIMES! When we arrived back at school it
was break time. I had the best time at Samphire
Hoe, but my favourite part was going on the adventure.
Thank you to all the kitchen staff for our yummy
packed lunches and to Mrs Borg, Mrs Lawton-Bryant,
Miss Weston and Mr Curnow for coming with us.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW GAP STUDENTS
We’re very excited to welcome our new Gap students to Spring Grove—Emilia Pacca and Matthew Fitzgerald.
We asked them a little bit about themselves, and to complete our famous ‘20 question’ quiz, guaranteed to reveal a person’s true personality...
Emilia Pacca
Emilia comes from Sydney Australia, and recently finished at Ravenswood School for Girls. She plays the clarinet
and is a keen singer, she also loves football, both playing and watching. When she returns home she is planning
to study Psychology at Macquarie University in Sydney. Here are her 20 questions:
1. Seaside or woodland? Seaside
2. Cook at home or take away? Cook at home
3. The Beatles or Queen? Queen
4. Dog or cat? Dog
5. Starter or dessert ? Starter
6. Pupil or teacher? Pupil
7. Book or film? Film
8. Library or museum? Library
9. Singing or dancing? Singing
10. Early bird or night owl? Big night owl
11. Where is the most interesting place you’ve been? Cebu, Philippines. I got to see the poverty and lack of wealth that the city
has but also experience its beauty when scuba diving in its waters
12. What are your initial impressions of Spring Grove? Such a gorgeous and welcoming community. Everyone is so friendly!
13. Who is your favourite author? Margaret Atwood
14. What job would you be terrible at? Being a butcher
15. What are you absolutely determined to do? Go to a good uni and graduate with a degree that I have enjoyed learning about
16. What fad or trend do you hope comes back? I really don’t know!!
17. What single item must be on a BBQ? Sausages
18. When was the last time you climbed a tree? Last year on cadet camp
19. What fictional place would you most like to visit? Hogwarts
20. What’s the best single day on the calendar? Christmas, because all the family get to come together and celebrate while also
reminiscing on ups and downs of the past year

Matthew Fitzgerald
Matt comes from Johannesburg in South Africa where he has recently finished at his school, St David’s. His main
love is music—he plays the saxophone, piano and is a singer. After his gap year he plans to follow in the steps of
his older sister and study music at the University of Cape Town. Here are his 20 questions:
1. Seaside or woodland? Seaside
2. Cook at home or take away? Take away
3. The Beatles or Queen? Hmm?
4. Dog or cat? Dog
5. Starter or dessert ? Starter
6. Pupil or teacher? Teacher
7. Book or film? Book
8. Library or museum? Museum
9. Singing or dancing? Singing
10. Early bird or night owl? Early bird
11. Where is the most interesting place you’ve been? Knysna
12. What are your initial impressions of Spring Grove? Everyone is so pleasant and the kids have such “go getter” attitudes—it’s
really refreshing
13. Who is your favourite author? John Boyne
14. What job would you be terrible at? Surgery
15. What are you absolutely determined to do? Become a musician
16. What fad or trend do you hope comes back? Tie-dye shirts
17. What single item must be on a BBQ? BBQ sauce
18. When was the last time you climbed a tree? Few years ago
19. What fictional place would you most like to visit? Neverland
20. What’s the best single day on the calendar? Christmas Eve

DISPLAY OF THE WEEK
Display of the Week is Year 1’s tree silhouettes against sunrise and sunset backgrounds.

www.romneymarshwools.co.uk
01233 721800

SPORT
This week saw the first rugby matches played against Lorenden at home.
U8 report by Hamish S
On Thursday 8 January the Under 8 boys played Lorenden at home in their first rugby fixture. We kicked off and made a
solid start. Our defensive line was very disciplined and we ran straight in attack. The first half ended with us 5-6 up.
After an inspiring team talk from Mr Curnow encouraging us to use all of the pitch and not throw silly passes we carried on
where we left off. More strong defence and excellent passing meant we finished the game with 10-8 victory.
Elis, Frank, Henry, Rory and Sanjay all got on the scoreshet with captain Elis taking man of the match for leading from the
front with a hatrick. Thanks to Mr Curnow for refereeeing and coaching and Mrs Coast for a lovely match tea. Well done
SG!
U9 report by Toby D
The U9s played against Lorenden. Luckily it was a lovely day but it was
still very muddy. In the first half we did very well and we cored lots of
tries. Freddie, Lucas and Rufus all scored a try after half time. Lorenden
fought back however. The final score was 9-8 to SG. The man of the
match—in this case the men of the match— were Freddie, Harry, Rufus
and Lucas.
Thank you to Mr Smith for coaching us. Thanks to everyone who supported us. Well done SG!
U10 report by Osten F-P
It was Wednesday 15 January and SG were preparing for their first
match of the decade against Lorenden. The weather was miserable, wet
and muddy—but we were determined to do our best. We started off
with a few great tries by Dexter, running around like a scoring machine.
At half time we had an encouraging team talk from Mr Reed, following
which we went on to score a further 6 tries. The match ended in a draw
9-9. Well done SG!
Thank you to Mr Reed for an encouraging team talk and for refereeing,
and to Mr Smith for helping us to prepare for the match.
U11 report by William D
On Wednesday 15 January SG played Lorenden. We lost the toss and
the game began. During the first half it became clear we were evenly
matched. At half time Mr Smith told us to be more aggressive in rucks,
which we took on board. There was some excellent tackling from Chester and William and some great tries were made. The final score was 65 to SG.
Man of the match was Chester and thank
you to Mr Smith for coaching us. Well done SG!

Well done to Daniel!
Following his magnificent performance at the Kent Cross Country Championship in
November, Daniel B has been selected to represent Kent Primary Schools at the National finals. There will be counties from across the country competing. The event
takes place on Saturday 21st March at Prestwold Hall, Leicestershire. Everyone at SG
is very proud of Daniel’s achievement and we wish him the best of luck.

PTA NEWS
Click on the link for minutes of the SG PTA meeting on
12 November.

Date for your diary: Next PTA meeting Tuesday 21 January
In the SG50 Library—8.45am
This year’s committee and class reps are:
Committee:
Chair - Suzie B (chair@sgpta.co.uk)
Secretary - Vicky D
Treasurer - Natalie N (treasurer@sgpta.co.uk)
2nd Hand Uniform - Carine B
Class Reps:
Teddies - Alex C
Nursery - Kerry D
Reception - Emma P
Year 1 - Rachel P-S & Melanie S
Year 2 - Sophia M-J
Prep 3 - Holly A & Nathalie B
Prep 4 - Alex C & Melanie S
Prep 5 - Carine B & Janette M
Prep 6 - Louise C-S

If you would like to place an advert in Autumn 2019
Messenger, please email chair@sgpta.co.uk for costs
and terms & conditions. £10 per term; £5 for part of a
term.

ONLINE SAFETY
A reminder of some useful links for online
safety:
Think U Know https://
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
NSPCC https://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
Childnet http://www.childnet.com/

SAVE THE DATE!!

Saturday 13 June 2020
SG Alumni Event and SG PTA
Summer Ball
SG ALUMNI EVENT
‘Time Capsule Revealed’ 3.30pm
Calling all classes 1999-2000 for the
opening of the SG time capsule
Guest of Honour: Niall Washington-Jones

Followed by…
SG PTA SUMMER BALL
6.30pm, Carriages 1am
Canapés and reception drinks
Bar. Auction.
Tickets £70 per person
Featuring
THE ULTIMATE PARtY BAND
http://www.faketanband.com/

DIARY
Monday 20—Friday 24 January

CONGRATULATIONS
Austen: Emilia N, Libetry W, Evie D
Chaucer: Sophie O’G, Charlotte E, Rafael B, Sophie B-S,
Dennis B
Conrad: Lucas K, Isla K, Hector H
Dickens: Edward B, May C, Isabella S, Thomas B
Citizenship Badges
Bronze: Sophie O’G, Rufus H
Silver: Liberty W, Emilia N
Tamsin L—Award from Faversham Judo Cub: Coaches’
Choice Runner Up, Judo – 1st Medal
Chester L—Award from Faversham Judo Club: Coaches’
Choice Silver medal Judo Competition
Jeremy O—Rugby Tots Player of the Week

Monday 20 LAMDA Exams (Music Room)
Forest School (Prep 3)
Jan
Tuesday 21 SG PTA General Meeting - 8.45am (SG50
Library)
Jan
Forest School (Prep 5)

Wednesday Reception to Gulbenkian Theatre ‘All Wrapped Up’
22 Jan

U11A&B Netball v Kent College (A)
U10/U11 Rugby v Russell House (H)

Thursday 23 U8/U9 Rugby v Russell House (A)
Jan

Friday 24
Jan

Prep 6L Assembly
Forest School (Year 2)

Jelly the Giraffe
Winners:
1. CHAUCER 609
2. Conrad 539
3. Dickens 529
4. Austen 477

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!
Isla K, Mary B, Beau H, Faith B
Mrs Coppins

